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those of our own navy, he could not give his assent 
10 the bill. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the further consid- 
eration of the bill was then postponed until to- 
morrow, for the purpose of proceeding to the spe- 
cial order. 

Mr. DIX gave notice that he would, to-morrow, 
ask the Senate to take up the river and harbor ap- 
propriation bill. , 4 
' The (House) joint resolution authorizing the 
manufacture and distribution of medals made from 


the trophies of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, | 
was read a first and second time, and referred to | 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 
The Senate considered the adverse report of the 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims, upon the , 


etitions of Josiah Dutton and the heirs of John 
Morrison; which was concurred in. 


THE TARIFF. 


The Senate then, as in committee of the whole, 
resumed the consideration of the * bill to provide 
revenue from imports, and for other purposes.”? 

Mr. DAVIS then addressed the Senate. He 
said he approached the subject. with reluctance. 
For along time it had agitated the public mind. 
The publie mind had been occasionally tranguil- 
lized with regard to it, but at other times it had 
been greatly disturbed. Thus the most distin- 
cuished minds of the country had been called to 
engage in the discussion. He felt fully convinced 


that he could not hope to offer much that would | 


interest or instruct the Senate. The only motive 
which induced him to occupy the time of the Sen- 
ate was this: notwithstanding all this discussion, 
the subject had lost nothing of its importance. As 
lively and deep an interest was felt in it now as 
ever had been felt. Well, then, having the honor 
to represent in part a people whose interests were 
largely at stake in the matter, it was his duty to 
attempt, at least, to frustrate the purposes of this 
hill. He did not propose to use the ground so 
ably occupied by his friend from Maine, [Mr. 
Evans.] That gentleman had discussed the finan- 


cial part of the bill with consummate ability. , 


Stull, so great were the interests, so important the 
principles involved in the bill, that much still re- 
mained to engage discussion. 

He would now attempt to show that the leading 
motive in which the bill originated had little or no 
connexion with the finances of the country. The 


finances were of but secondary importance, in the | 


judgment of those who were pressing this meas- 
; é' e = 

ure. The bill, to be sure, made some provision 

for revenue; but its chief object was to carry out 


a principle that had been contended for in that | 


Chamber for thirty years; and what was that prin- 
ciple? It was to encourage importations; to en- 
large the sphere of the foreign trade at the sacrifice 
of the interests at home. Now, whatever were 
the sentiments of the framers of the bill, it was to 
have that effect; and perhaps he did not err when 


he said it was designed to have that effect. Well, | 


now, it had been ustly said to be a new and un- 
tried measure. The chairman of the Committee 
on Finance admitted that. He confessed that he 
had looked in vain for a precedent. In order to do 
no Injustice, he would permit the Secretary of the 
freasury to describe the general objects of the bill 
in his own language: 


“The condition of our foreign relations, it is said, should 
Suspend the reduction of the tariff. No American patriot 
ean desire to arrest our onward career in peace and pros- 
perity; but if, unhappily, such should be the result, it would 
create an increased necessity for reducing our present high 
duties, in order to obtain sufficient revenue to meet increased 
Crpenditures. The duties for the quarter ending the 20th 
September, 1844, yielded $2,011,885 90 more of revenue than 
the quarter ending 30th September, 1845; showing a very 
considerable decline of the revenue, growing out of a dimin- 
ished importation of the highly protected articles and the 
Progressive substitution of the domestic rivals.?? 


Let them observe what the complaint was—a 
“minution of the revenue, springing from a dimin- 
ished importation of the articles protected. The 
Secretary proceeded : 
ex tniced, many of the duties are becoming dead letters, 

ept for the purpose of prohibition, and, if not reduced, 


will ultimately compel their advocates to resort to direct 
ation to support the Government. In the event of war, 


70 


| mission, at all times, of our agricultural prodnets. 


nearly all the high duties would become prohibitery, trom 
the inereased risk and cost of importations ; and if there be, 
indeed, in the opinion of any, a serious danger of sueh an 


; Occurrence, it appeals most strongly to their patriotisu to 


impose the lowest revenue dutics on all articles. as the only 
means of securing, at such a period, any considerable im 
come from the taritl’? 

What inference was to be drawn from that? 
The Secretary said the importation was diminish- 
ed, and there was a substitution of the domestic 
articles. Even in the event of war, they were to 
shun high duties—for what reason? To prevent 
the increase of American productions! ‘The very 
purpose was to countervail and to check American 
industry—to put out the fires here, and lieht them 
there—to stop the wheels here, and set them in 
motion on the other side of the ocean. Then, he 
said, the low duties which were advocated had 
a meaning above and beyond revenue. They were 
designed to produce a revolution in the affairs and 
business of the country. In order that the Secre- 
tary might be fully understood, he would read 
another passage : 

“Let us, with revenue duties only, open our ports to all 
the world, and nation after nation will soon follow our ex 
ample. If we reduce our tariff, the party opposed to the 
corn laws of England would soon prevail, and adinit all our 
agricultural products at all times freely into her ports, in ex 
change for her exports. And if England wonld now repeal 
her duties upon our wheat, flour, Indian corn, and other 
agricultural products, our own restrictive system would 
certainly be doomed to overthrow. Ifthe question is asked, 
Who shall begin this work of reciprocal reduction? it is 
answered by the fact, that England has already abated her 
duties upon most of our exports. She has repealed the duty 
upon cotton, and greatly reduced the tariff upon our bread 
stuffs, provisions, and other articles ; and her present bad 
harvest, if accompanied by a reduction of our tarit?, would 
lead to the repeal of her corn laws, and the unrestricted ad 
The 
manufaeturing interest Opposes reciprocal tree trade with 
foreign nations.’ . ‘ 7 : . ‘ . 

“The true question is, whether the farmer and planter 
shall, to agreat extent, supply our people with cheap manu 
factures, purchased abroad with their agricultural products, 
or whether this exchange shall be forbidden by high duties 
on such manufactures, and their supply thrown, as 2 monop 
oly, at large prices, by high tariiis, into the hiands of ourown 
manufacturers.”? 

How was that to be effected? The farmer and 
the planter were to unite in producing this over- 
throw; and the Secretary endeavors to convince 
the farmer that if he only overthrows this system 
he will find an abundant market for his products 
on the other side of the Atlantic. If, then, the 
farmer will unite in putting down the manufactu- 
rers, and bringing into contempt the home market 
of the country, the promise is that he will find an 
abundant market beyond the Atlantic. Before he 
would take his seat, he would show what the home 
market was, and what the character and prospects 
of the foreign market—so much lauded by the See- 
retary—were. First, however, he would speak 
of the policy and provisions of the bill. The 
“ Compromise act”’ introduced what was called the 
** horizontal system.’’ That system was denoun- 
ced by the Secretary of the Treasury, and in that 
he (Mr. D.) concurred. He agreed that no states- 
man ever adopted that system for financial purpo- 


| ses, and that no one would think of adopting it for 


the benefit of the general interests of the country. 
On what ground, then, had it found advocates? 
Why, on the ground that it went directly against 
peemeiee. The same principle constituted the 
yasis of this bill. The duties created by the bill 
of 1842, and by the operation of which domestic 
industry was aided, had been reduced; and the 


, try. 


duties in the bill were spread over other articles in , 


order to enable this reduction in the more important 
| articles to be made. 
carried still farther, so as to discriminate against 
the domestic industry of the country, by heavy 


But the principle had been 


taxes on the articles on which that domestic in- , 


dustry acted. The raw material was taxed—a 
principle avoided by all sound legislation. These 
features of the bill had induced him to infer that 


|it was designed to revolutionize the policy of the 


country. And in that inference he was sustain- 


,ed by the calculations on the other side, that 
'there would be an increased importation—put- 
In one | 
| word, it was anticipated that the chief gain would 
' be by uprooting the domestic industry of the coun- 


ting domestic rivals out of the market. 


not live without that illicit commerce. 
| the penal acts—and then writs of assistance. Those 


1 If it had not that aim, he was unable to see 
its obje et. The country had had much experience 
with regard to the foreien importations, All states 
men admitted that excessive importations were 
injurious. Butit was expected that the exports 
would) increase. Pecuniary pressure, bringing 
rreat calamities 1n its train, was the necessary re 
sult of an unsafe inerease of importations. In 
J825, there Was excessive mmportations, followed 
by a crisis; and two, if not three, had since oc- 
curred in the same way. That, nevertheless, was 
the great plan of free trade. The doctrine of free 
trade, as It was announced, was, that they were to 
furnish bread to Europe, and Europe was to clothe 
them. Well, that perhaps in a fancy sketeh, might 
be sufficiently attractive and plausible enough. But 
he beeeed the attention of the Senate to some 
historieal facts on that subject. They had tried 
all that. The colonies were placed precisely in 
that relation to Great Britain which the bill sought 
to establish, and it was really a question between 
the United States and Great Britain. During their 
colonial existence, they enjoyed those great bless- 
ings which gentlemen so much desired to place 
again in their hands. Tlow did it work? There 
was as great a jealousy in Great Britain with re- 
spect to trade and manufactures, as could possibly 
exist inthe mind of the Seere tary of the Treasury, 
or any other gentleman. They kept an eye on all 
the affairs of the colonies. Not a hatter’s shop 
was opened on which the eyes of the Government 
of Great Britain were not fixed. Tle would read a 


short extract from ‘ Pitkin’s Statisties on that 
subject. [Mr. D. read an extract from the work 
named, showing the stringent and oppressive 


measures adopted by the British Board of Trade 
for the suppression of colonial manufactures. | 
That was the conclusion of the Board of Trade 
one hundred years ago—a pretty apt conclusion. 
While he was on that colonial history, he would 
mention something of British legislation. In some 
parts of New England there were some hatters’ 
shops which attracted the attention of this Board 
of Trade, who looked as narrowly into them as 
the Secretary of the Treasury could. Well, they 
made a law prohibiting the exportation of hats from 
one colony to the other, and enforcing an appren- 
ticeship of seven years, enacting at the same time 
that no man should have more than two appren- 
tices. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. 
British free trade. 

Mr. DAVIS. Perhaps the most extraordinary 
statute was one to © regulate,” or rather put an 
end to, the manufacture of iron. They found that 
the metal was everywhere, but they insisted, just 
as did the Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that the colonies should cross the ocean 
and fetch from Europe the iron which they nec ded. 
They enacted that every rolling-mill was a public 
nuisance, to be abated by the Governor on the tes- 
timony of two witnesses. What were the privi- 
leges of the colonies? Why—just as this bill pro- 
posed—to feed England, and to be clothed by 
Eneland, if they had the means of buying clothing. 
It was under these circumstances that Mr. Pitt 
made his celebrated declaration, that * the colonies 
ought not to be permitted to make a hob-nail.” 
What was the result? One worthy of consideration 
at all times and by all men. The people of the 
colonies, who had nothing to send to Europe, en- 
tered into an illicit trade, and then was act after act 
enacted by the House of Commons to put down 
that illicit trade. A few years ago, he (Mr. D.) 


That isa specimen of 


_was at Copp’s Hill Cemetery, and he there saw 
a curious monument, the inscription on which at- 


tracted his attention. The inscription described 


' that the man there buried, named Malcom, when 


_ 99 
a boy was one of those called * North Enders, 


and raised help to run one of these cargoes of con- 


traband goods. The people of the colonies could 
Then came 


writs were one of the immediate causes of exaspe- 
ration which produced the Revolution itself. He 
could tell the advocates of the bill that if they re- 
volutionized one way, the people would revolu- 
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tionize in another way—through the ballot-box. 
He then pursued at some length the history of the 
revolutionary struggle in its bearings on the busi- 
nese and finances of the country. The first law 
enacted by the first Congress, in 1789, was a law 
to provide revenue and to protect the business and 
industry of the country. And that Congress 
achieved all its obj ets. General prosperity fol- 
lowed from that day to this—a prosperity unex- 
ample d. Hethene ontra: ted the history of Canada 
with the United States—the former enjoying all 
of feeding England 
the latter shut out from the markets 


the privilese and of bheine 
clothed by her 
of Great Britain. 

Mr. D. then proceeded at reat leneth to show 
thre injury which, in his view, would be inflicted 
tic industry of the country by the 
pe we of the bill. : 


apron Chae dome 


At ten minutes before five o’clock, 

Mr. DAVIS eave way to a motion by 

Mr. ARCELER, that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BIENTON, signifying his desire that the 

hould proces d to the consideration of Ex- 
eculive busine ‘. 

Mr. ARCHER withdrew his motion. 

Mr. LEWIS objected to the laying aside of the 
tariff bill until the eentleman from Massachusetts 
had concluded his 

{A rive 


> 
Representative 


penate 


} 
TeTRATKS 


announcing that said House had 
passed the bill making 


’ 
for the sup- 


authorized to 


ition 


hopropri 
i 


mort of volunteers and other troops 
ition of the war against 


30, 1847. 


ve employed in the proses 
Mexico during the year ending June 
Al Oo, the Senate re 
Convress on the 10th of At rust. | 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
s War, showing the 


by Convress 


port from the secretary of 


agveregate amount of appropriations 


since the Ist of July, 1836, for the removal of 
bars and other obstructions to the navigation of 
rivers of the United State which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs 

The PRESIDENT als o] ud before the Senate 
a further report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Senate in relation 
consumed and on 
hand during the last year, under the present tariff, 
and the result 4 
of the system: which was ordered to be pri ited, 

The House 
pay of the volunteers for the year ending June 30 
1847, was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
muttee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BEN'TON’S motion to go into Executive 
session was then put and agreed to. 

The Senate went into Executive session, and 


in answer to a resolution of the 
to the amount of importations 


on the revenue of a propose d change 


bill making appropriations for the 


after some time spe nt therein, the doors were open- 
ed, and 
‘The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 16, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call for reports 
from committees, 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making additional ap- 
propriations for the pay, &e., of members of Con- 
gress, and for certain minor objects of expenditure 
in the Indian Department. 

Read and committed. 

Mr. MeciX AY also reported a bill directing the 
heads of Departments to adopt such additional 
regulations as will ensure the prompt transaction 
of all current business, and authorizing the trans- 
fer of clerks from one department or office to 
another, where they can Le more usefully employ- 
ed; and that no person be hereafter appointed a 
clerk until he shall have been examined by three 
accounting officers, and reported * well qualitied.’’ 
Live ry appoimtinent of clerk to cease at the end of 
one year, unless the head of the office in which he 
serves shall certify that he is entirely competent 
to perform his duties, and has performed them 
promptly, well,and faithfully. ‘The officers, clerks, 
and persons employed under the levalizing act of 
the 26th of August, 1842, and under the act of 17th 
June, 1844, are to be continued in service till Ist 
February, 1847. And the President is required 


to report to Congress at the commencement of next 
session the number of clerks, &c., in the several 
K:xecutive Departments, with the nature of the 


aauvre was received from the House of 


' , . 
solution) for adjournm nt of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


employment of each; whether the business is in || 
arrear; and if so, the causes of it; and to suggest | 
a plan for greater despatch and economy in the 
transaction of public business. | 

‘The bill was read and committed. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, on leave given, intro- 
duced a joint resolution, authorizing the President 
of the United States to cause medals from the 
trophies of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma to 
be made and distributed; which was read three 
times and passed. 

Mr. KAUFMAN made an ineffectual motion to 
suspend the rules to enable him to offer a resolution, 

Mr. COCKE, on leave civen, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be, and they are hereby, instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
mail-route from Bean’s station, in the county of 
Granger, ‘Tennessee, via Morriston, to the mouth 
of Chucky, in said State. 

Mr. GRATIAM, on leave given, offered the fol- 
low ine resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail-route from N. 8. 
Janet’s, in Macon county, in North Carolina, di- 
rectly by Fort Emmery, on Hiwassee river, to 
Blairsville, in Georgia. © 

Mr. KAUFMAN offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“And that the same committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a free 
post office, for the benefit of the army under Gen- 
eral Taylor, and that they report by bill or other- 
wise, 

The amendment, by ayes 74, noes 42, was agreed 
to. 

And the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. CRANSTON, on leave given, presented 
certain joint resolutions of the Legislature of Rhode 
Island (which were not read;) laid on the table, and 
ordered to be print d. 

VOLUNTEERS AND OTHER TROOPS. 

Mr. McKAY offered a resolution, in the usual 
terms, providing that all debate in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union on the bill 
‘making appropriations for the support of volun- 
teers and other troops to be employed in the pros- 
ecution of the war with Mexico,’’ should cease 
this day at two o’clock. 

Mr. ASIIMUN moved that the [resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the yeas and nays, 
which were refused. 

‘The question was taken, and the House decided 
that the resolution should not be laid on the table. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Norris, of New Hampshire, in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
said bill. 

Mr. FOOT was entitled to the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee during the hour. His re- | 
marks were directed mainly to an inquiry into the 
causes of the existing war—the authority by which 
it had been commenced, and the purposes which 
it had in view. He contended that it was brought 
on by the unauthorized and unconstitutional acts 
of the Administration; because, whatever acts 
might have been committed by Mexico, the Pres- 
ident had not the right to take the subject, as he 
had done, into his own hands; it belonged to Con- 
gress, which was the only legitimate war-making 

rower, 

Mr. iG ARALSON obtained the floor in reply 
to Mr. Foor, and briefly stated the general out- 
lines ofan argument in vindication of the course 
of the President in the prosecution of the existing 
war, declining to occupy a full hour of the limited 
time allotted to the discussion of this bill, while 
other gentlemen were desirous to speak. He could 
not envy the gentleman (he said) the position he 
assumed, when, after the country was involved in 
wer with Mexico, and when it had been recog- 
nised and provision made for its prosecution, he 
rose in this Hall, in the face of the country and |, 
of the world, and told those brave and patriotic 
volunteers who had gone out in the defence of the 
country, that they were engaged in an unholy, 
unauthorized war, brought upon us by the uncon- 








/ man himself, in the very teeth of his speech. | 


and repelled. 


July 16, 


stitutional act of the President of the United s).. 


| —thus weakening the energies of the Governy,, 
; elit 


and attempting to impair the moral power 
American cause; more especially when thy 


of 4) 


fentie. 


: ud 
voted for the bill to carry on that war. : 


If it had been an unholy war, why had }y 
attempted to arrest it by his vote, and by 
lution ealling upon the President to withdraw , 
a from the territory in dispute? Gray 
for the sake of the argument, that the t rritor 
tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande was « 
territory, he referred to the repeated and lone 
tinued efforts upon our part to bring about ' me weg 
ful adjustment of this and oth« r disputed que stin: 
and the refusal to receive our Minister by th: Mex. 
ican Administration of Paredes, elevated on the 
very ground of opposition to the United States, a). 
upon a pledge to prosecute a war against the U 
ted States. This being the case—war being thy, 
ened—the President was bound to defend the 
ritory of the United States—the territory elaiyy d 
and successfully defended for years by the Repu). 
lic of Texas; and in order to effect this the mare} 
ing of our army to the Rio Grande was no mor ‘ 
hostile act, nor would have so been regarded hy 
Mexico, than had it remainad at Corpus Chris) 
We might probably have avoided war—as the 
gentleman from Vermont thought we oueht t 
have done—if we had surrendered the questions 
in issue between the two Governments, knelt 
Mexican dictation of terms, withdrawn our troy 
to the Sabine, and given up the whole of Texas 
Sut had the President thus acted, how loud woul 
not have been the denunciations of those gentlemen 
against him, who now arraigned him for disehar- 
ging his constitutional duty in defence of our terri- 
tory. The Mexicans having crossed the Rio 
Grande and attacked our forces, they were mot, as 
they ought to have been, upon the very threshold, 
In ordering this the President had 
done no more than the duty he owed to the 
zens of Texas and to the whole country; and ther 
had been no aggression on our part—no hosiile 
movement—until the war was commenced by th: 
forces of Mexico. ‘The President was fully justi 
fied in every movement he had made on this s 
ject, and would be most triumphantly sustained 
by the American people. The readiness with 
which the call for volunteers has been responded 
to, was a matter which reflected great credit upon 
the spirit of the American people, and he took oc- 
casion at this time to congratulate the country upo 
the fact, that instead of the 50,000 volunteers 
which were authorized, there have been more th 
150,000 who stood ready to go in defence of th 
country and in prosecution of the war. 

Mr. ©. B. SMITH, of Indiana, addressed th 
committee generally on the subject of the Mexican 
war, and in unqualified arraignment and denun 
tion of the course of the Administration in its con- 
duct thereof. He reviewed the causes of the war, 
and pronounced them insufficient; declaring 
conviction that the true, though concealed motive 
on the part of the Administration, was a desire to 
dismember Mexico, and despoil her of part of het 
territory; that this war was made with no other 
view than to form a pretext for a claim upon Caii- 
fornia, and perhaps other portions of Mexican ter- 
ritory, and as a basis of action which should resu!! 
in uniting it or them to this Confederacy. As proof 
in part of this, he referred to the frequent inuma- 
tions that the war should be prosecuted until th 
end, among others, was secured of compelling 
Mexico to defray the expenses of the war; and 
also to the declaration of certain gentlemen, tha! 
we should take possession of the whole of that 
portion of her territory lying north of a line draw 
from the mouth of the Rio Grande due west to th 
Pacific. He laid claims to no spirit of prophecy, 
but he asked gentlemen to mark the result. It was 
so plain, that **he who runs may read it?’ —that 
the same motives which prompted the Adminisir- 
tion to the annexation of Texas, now prompted 
them in their measures to acquire further territory, 
viz: a determination to build up, foster, and sus 
tain southern interests, while northern interests (1!) 
the settlement of the Oregon question, &c.,to which 
he referred) were betrayed and neglected. He was 
in favor (he said) of prosecuting this war so faras 
was necessary to sustain our rights, and no further, 
and not as a war of conquest. 


Mr. HILLIARD obtained the floor, and yielded, 


a res 


\ t'- 
lisput | 


' at request, to 





] 


’ 





1846. 


: Mr CROZIER, who gave notice of an amend- 
vot which he was about causing to be read and 


rl 


ment 


xplaining, When some interruptions took place on 
explaining 


‘oint of order, which were terminated by 
, Mr HILLIARD resuming the floor. 

Mr. H. said: He did not intend to discuss the 
oruin of the war with Mexico, but desired to offer 


ome Views as to the manner of conducting it, and | 


the objects to be secured by pushing it successful- 


ly. He believed it was on all sides understood, | 


that there were three open questions affecting our 


relations with Mexico—the debts acknowledged | 


to be due to us, the title to Texas, and the bound- | 
As to the first, | 
uty, as well as right, to 


ary between the two agteres. 
it was undoubtedly our ¢ 
eaforce the payment of what has been solemnly 


acknowledged to be due; but this would not of 


course have led to war. As to the second, he 
rerarded the right of the United States to annex 
Texas as clear and beyond question. If Texas 
was independent for one purpose, it was indepen- 
ent for all purposes. It had been recognised as 
an independent State by England, France, and 
Holland, as well as by our own Government. 


Mexico, therefore, had no right to complain of the | 


United States for the act of adding Texas to their 
It was one of those events which 
was inevitable, and being accomplished, ought no 
longer to be brought upon the field of discussion. 
He would take occasion to say that he admired 


josSesSSIONS. 


the lofty position taken by Mr. Clay in regard to | 


this question; he did not bend before the popular 
current, but desired to avoid war with a weak 
neighbor, by treating her with the greatest for- 
bearance. 
the Government, Texas would have been annexed 
without the shedding of a drop of blood. 

This must no longer be left an open question— 





f he had been placed at the head of | 


the contest now waged with Mexico must close it. | 
Asto the boundary, he had no intention to discuss | 


it now; it must be settled by negotiation with 
Mexico; and he did not desire to trammel or em- 
barrass it. ‘These are the objects, then, involved 
in this war. 
it should be pressed with vigor, but with humani- 
ty. A-spirit of conquest ought not to be engen- 
dered by a protracted war, or by demanding harsh 
terms. A powerful and great nation, we can afford 
to be generous. Let us look to a speedy peace, 
otherwise the lust of conquest will rise beyond 
our control, and we shall be prepared to exclaim 
with Macbeth, 
“Tam in blood steep’d now so far, 
Returning were as tedious as go o’er.”? 

We may conclude a negotiation with Mexico, 
taking in payment of debts due us a part of Cali- 
fornia; but it must be freely offered on her part as 
a mode ef payment, not wrested from her asa 
conquered province. 
tend our territorial limits: the structure of our 
Government will bear it. Like the fabled tent in 
the Arabian Nights, it may cover a small ora great 
people—ex pansion will not impair its strength. 

But, sir, we must hail the first movement on the 
part of Mexico towards the restoration of peace, by 
meeting it promptly and generously. We owe this 


As to the manner of conducting it, | 


1 think we may safely ex- | 


to ourselves as a Christian nation, and we owe it to | 


mankind, who look to us as a powerful people 
carrying Out great principles in the successful ad- 
ininistration of a free government. 


Mr. COBB addressed the committee in defence | 


of the war, and in reply particularly to former 
remarks of his colleague, [Mr. Srepnens.} 

Mr. CUMMINS obtained the floor, and gave 
notice of an amendment, which he caused to be 
read, and, explaining its provisions, he occupied 


1 . - . 
the remaining minute anda half allotted to debate, | 


The hour of three having arrived, the committee 
proceeded to vote. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, offered the fol- | 


lowing amendment, which was rejected: 


Provided, ‘That immediate measures be taken for the 
peaceful and honorable settlement of ail difficulties and dif 


"ig between this country and the sister Republic of 
MEXICO, 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON offered the following 
amendment, which was ruled out of order: 
Sec. 2. 


‘onmissioned officér, private, and musician of the volun- 
leer force whieh has been or shall be called and received 
‘nto the service of the United States, under laws passed at 
the present session of Congress, and each non-commissioned 
ocent, private, and musician in the regular army of the 
— States, who was enlisted in the service of the United 
States on the seventh day of May last, or who shall enlist 
Nsuch service during the present war with Mexico, and 





2. And be it further enacted, That each officer, non- | 


the children or next of kin of such as have fallen since the 
said seventh day of May last, or shall hereafter, during said 
war, fall in battle or die in actual service, shall be entitled 
to receive of the United States one quarter section of land, 
to be laid aff and assigned under the direction of the Pres 
ident of the United States; such officer, private, or musician 
having served the full term for which he was commis 
sioned, enrolled, or enlisted, unless sooner honorably dis 
charged. 

Mr. CROZIER offered the following amend- 
ment; which, by ayes 45, noes 73, was rejected : 

For the payment of four companies of Tennessee volun- 
teers, Who entered the service of the United States in eigh 
teen hundred and thirty-six. and were indefinitely tur 
longhed by General John FE. Wool, such sum as may be as 
certained to be due them, at the rate of forty cents per diem 
for their horses, and twelve and-a-half eents per diem for 
forage to each volunteer during the existence of said fur- 
lough, and until their final discharge. 


Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

Provided, That there shall be paid tothe volunteers called 
into the service of the United States under the act referred 
te, ten dollars per month, or at that rate, for the time they 
are retained in the service. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES raised the point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment not 
in order. 

Mr. CHAPMAN appealed. 

The decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

So the amendment of Mr. Cuarman was not 
entertained. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS offered the following 
amendment. 


Be it further enacted, That the proper officers be, and 
thev are hereby, authorized and required to audit and settle, 
upon principles of justice and equity, according to the eir 
cumstances of the case, all accounts and demands of any 
of the United States against the Government for raising any 
troops under any requisition ofthe President, and to pay the 
same outofany money inthe Treasury not otherwise appro 
printed; and that the accounts of any volunteers who ae 
tually organized themselves and repaired to the place of 
rendezvous, and who were not received into service in any 
of the States under the said requisition, be audited and set- 
tled in the same way. 


Mr. PAYNE offered the following as an amend- 
ment to the amendment: 


Af:er the word * volunteers,’ 


ome 
insert: 
“ Called out by virtue of the order of the Seeretary of War, 
or by virtue of the requisition of General E. P. Gaines.’’ 


At the end of the amendment add the following: 


* And that the said volunteers be allowed and paid the | 


same compensation to which they would have been entitled 
by law, had they been received and mustered into the ser 
vice of the United States, estimating the time from the 
day upon which they left home until the day of their return 


| thereto.’ 


Mr. BOYD raised the point of order on Mr. G. 
Davis’s amendment. 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

Mr. DAVIS appealed. 

The decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

So the amendment was decided out of order, 
(and with it fell the amendment of Mr. Payne.) 

Mr. STEPHENS offered the following amend- 
ment, which was declared to be out of order: 


And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the proper accounting officers of the treasury be autho- 


| rized and required to audit and settle the claims of the State 


of Georgia for reimbursement of moneys paid by said State 
to meet and cover the expenses attending the calling out of 
troops and forces in the late Creek and Seminole war, upon 
the proper authorities of said State producing satisfactory 
evidence that said amounts of money have been actually 
paid by said State. 


Mr. CUMMINS offered the following amend- | 
ment, which was declared to be out of order: 


And be it further enacted, That the proper officer be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and empowered to audit, allow, 
settle with, and pay, out of any money in the treastry not 
otherwise appropriated, to the several States which were 
called upon by the United States Government for volunteers 
for immediate service in the existing war with Mexico, by 
virtue of the act of Congress approved on the 13th day of 
May, 1846, authorizing the President to accept the services 
of 50,000 volunteers, and for other purposes, all proper and 
legal expenses incurred and contracted by said volunteers in. 
and about their organization and equipment, and in travel- 


| ling to and from, and while they remained at, the places of 


general rendezvous or local depéts designated and appointed 
in said States respectively by the proper authorities thereof ; 


| and also to pay said volunteers wages, at the same rate that 


troops in the regular service of the United States are paid, 
for the time they were necessarily employed in organizing 
and equipping themselves for the service, and in travelling 
to and from said rendezvous, depdts, or remaining thereat. 
This section shall embrace and be applicable to the fol- 
lowing descriptions of volunteers, to wit: such as were reg 
ularly organized into companies, and repaired to any of the 
general rendezvous or legal depdts aforesaid, and were then 
regularly discharged by the proper officers; and also such 
volunteers as were regularly organized into companies, and 
departed from their homes for any of the rendezvous or de- 
pots aforesaid, and who were intercepted on their way, and 


') discharged in nranner aforesaid. 
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And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the sec 


; tion last aforesaid shall be applicable to, and shall embrace, 
; the States called upon by Major General E. P. Gaines for 


troops for service in the war with Mexico, and to the troops 
who volunteered, by virtue of the call of said Gaines, in 
like cases, in the same manner that it is applicable to the 
Stites and troops mentioned or referred to in said section. 


Mr. FARAN desired to offer the following sub- 
stitute; which was not entertained: 


* Thatfrom and after the day of the commencement of the 
existing war with Mexico, and until the close of said war, 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates inthe regular army of the United States, and of vol 
uiteers and militia in the service of the United States, shall 
be three dollars per month in addition to the pay and allow 
anee now euthorized by law; and that each officer, non 
commissioned otheer, private, and musician, of the volan 
teer force Which bas been, or shall be, called and reeeived 
into the service of the United States, under liws passed at 
the present session of Congress, and each non-commissioned 
officer, private, and musician, in the regular army of the 
United States, who was enlisted inthe service of the United 
States on the 7th day of May hast.or who shall entist in such 
service durmng the present war with Mexteo, and the ehil 
dren or nextoft kin of such as have fillen since the 7th day 
of May last, or shall hereafter, during said war, tall in bat 
dle or die in actual service, shall be entitled to receive of the 
United States one quarter section of land, to be laid otf and 
assigned under the direcuon of the President of the United 
States; such officer, private, or musician, having served the 
full term for which he was commissioned, enrotled, or en 
listed, unless sooner honorably discharged.”’ 


Mr. STEWART offered the followin 


ment; which was voted out of order: 


amend- 


or 
Ne 


“That the pay of members of Congress, after any session 
shall have continued six months, shall be six dollars; after 
seven months four dollars; and atter eight months two dol 
lars per day.’ 


The committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the House without amendment. 

Mr. GS. HOUSTON demanded the previous 
question, which was seconded; and the main ques- 
tion (on ordering the bill to a third reading) was 
ordered; and, being taken, the bill was read a third 
time. 

And the question then being “ Shall this bill 
vass?”? 

The veas and nays were asked and ordered; and, 
being taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, Bar 
ringer, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James 
A. Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, William G. Brown, Buffington, Burt, William W. 
Campbell, Catheart, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapmars, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Crozier, 
Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Garrett 
Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, 
Douglass, Diomgeole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, 
John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foot, 
Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Graham, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Haralson, Har 
per, Hilliard, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hongh, John W. 
Houston, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard. Hunger 
ford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Kanfman, Preston King, Thomas Butler King, Law 
rence, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Ligon, Long, Lampkin, Maec- 
lav, MeClean, MeClelland, MeClernand, MeConnetl, Me 
Crate, Joseph J. MeDoweil, James MeDowell, McHenry, 
McKay, Barkley Martin, Miller, Morns, Morse, Moseley, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Petit, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, 
Sawyer, Scammon, Seaman, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard H. Sims, Simp-on, Truman Smith, Thomas Sraith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Stewart, 
St. John, Strobm, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, ‘Tred 
way, Trumbo, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wiek, Wil 
liams, Wilmot, Woodruff, Woodward, Wright, Young, and 
Yost—159. 

NAYS—Mesers. Jolin Quiney Adams, Cranston, Culver, 
and Daniel P. King—4. 


So the bill was passed. 
THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the joint resolution from the Senate, fixing Mon- 
day, the 10th day of August, as the day for the 
final adjournment of Congress. 

The question being on concurring therein, 

Mr. BOYD demanded the previous question. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the joipt reso- 
lution be laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and_refused. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
decided that the resolution. should not be laid on 
the table. ; 

Whereupon the previous question was second- 
ed. The maiy.question was ordered, and, being 
taken, the joiut.resolution was concurred in, 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and demanded the previous question. 

There was a second. The main question was 
ordered, and, being taken,, the vote was not recon- 


7 sidered. 
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So it is decided that Congress shall finally ad- 
journ on Monday, the 10th day of August. 


FURTHER ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House again resolved itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wentworth, of Illinois, in the chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill this day 
reported by Mr. McKay, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, making further additional ap- 
propriations for the pay of members of Congress, 
aid for certain objects of expe nditure tn the Indian 
Department, connected with the delegations of the 
various tribes from Mexico and Texas, now at the 
seat of Government. 

‘The bill having been read— 

Mr. CROZIER moved an amendment providing 
for the payment of the ‘Tennessee volunteers w ho 
service of the United States in 1836, 
and were indefinitely furlougched by General John 
Ii. Wool, such sum as 
due the mh, at the rate of forty cents per diem for 
their horses and twelve-and-a-half cents per diem 


entered the 


for forage, lo ene h volunteer during the existence 


of said turlouch, 


The CLHLAIRMAN ruled the amendment out.of 


order. 

Mr. CROZIER appealed. 

And the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. COBB moved to amend the bill by striking 
out that clause which relates to the pay and mile- 
ave of members, with a view to having it inserted 
hereafter in the civil and diplomatic bill, when it 
should come back from the Senate. Ele thought 
the deferring the appropriation for the present 
would operate as a epur, and excite members to a 
more vigorous prosecution of the publie business. 

Mr. STEWART proposed to amend the bill as 
follows: 

* That. after any session of Congress shall have continued 
ers menths, the pay of the member hall be redueecd to six 
even months, tour dollars; and alter eight 
iis per day 


dollars, utter 


months, Iwaao 


The amendment was opposed as being out of 


order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE insisted that it was in order, 
this beme an omnium gatherum bill, in which ob 
jects the most various and heterogeneous might 
without impropriety be The bill had 
already in it members of Congress and Indians, 
and he had adesire to add an item to cover a claim 
of the State of Vireinia. 


Lise rted 


may be ascertaine d to he | 


The amendment of Mr. Srewarr was ruled to | 


be not in order. 

Mr. McK AY spoke in opposition to the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Coss, which was rejected. 

Mr. MceKAY then proposed to amend the bill 
by striking out the sum of $160,000, provided to 
meet th pay and mileage of me mbers, and to in- 
crease It to $176,548. 


because 


‘This increase was called for 
the bill had been drawn on the hypothesis 
that Congress would adjourn on the 3d of Aucust. 
The two Llouses having now agreed to extend the 
session to the 10th, instead of the 3d, the difference 
was necessary to cover another week’s expenses. 

‘The question being taken, this amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MeKAY explained the next item of 413,000 
as intended to comply with the provisions of an 
Indian treaty which had been coneluded since the 
Indian appropriation bill had passed the House. 

"Lhe next item of $61,900 was to cover the ex- 
penses of commissioners who had been appointed 
to negotiate a treaty with the Cumanches, Pawnees, 
and other wild tribes of Indians on our southwest- 
ern frontier. Mr. McK. went into some details 
setting forth the reasons why these expenses had 
so largely exceeded the sum at first anucipated, 
(S15,000.). It was thourht « xpedient by the com- 
mussioners that a deputation of the Indians from 
these wild and distant tribes should have an op- 
portunity of passing through our country and visit- 
Ing some of our great cities, forts, arsenals, and 
dock yards, in order that they might form a more 
adequate idea of the power and resources of the 
American people, for the commissioners had dis- 
covered that many of them were actuated by a per- 
suasion that we were not as numerous as them- 


BCIVCS, 


the best means of restraining them from commit- 
tng depredations on our citizens. 


Mr. BURT interposed to inquire whether the 


Indians now here had been brought to the seat of 


It was deemed very important to enlighten | 
them as to the streneth of the ¢ ountry, as one of 


et 


, | 
Government by order of the department or by 1 
' 


order of the commissioners. 
Mr. McKAY replied that their coming had not 
been known to the department, but wasesolely the 


act of the commissioners. He had sent for the | 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and had made | 
many inquiries of him in relation to the whole con- 
duct of the commissioners in the discharge of their 
duty. They consisted of Mr. Lewis and Mr. 
Butler. Mr. Lewis was on the spot, but Colonel | 
Butler had been detained by indisposition, though | 
it was hoped and expected he would soon arrive. 
No full explanations could be given until he came. | 
Meanwhile it was very important that provision | 
should be made for enabling this Indian deputation | 
to return to their homes. They were growing 
restless and very uneasy. Mr. McK. was far from 
approving the course of the commissioners in in- 
volving the Government so far beyond what was 
expected, but their instructions had necessarily 
conferred on them a very broad discretion, which 
it was impossible accuratel y to limit. They had | 
been empowered to draw upon the Goverment | 
here, and had used that power very freely. Mr. | 
McK. hoped there would be no delay in passing 
the bill, as the peace of the frontier might be geatly 
endangered should these Indians longer be de- 
It contained a provision limiting the pay 
of the commissioners, but necessarily provided for 
meeting the drafis which they had been authorized 
to make. 

Mr. THURMAN considered these whole pro- 
ceedings as very extraordinary and wholly irregu 
lar. ‘he course pursued by the commissioners 
was strange and unheard-of. Congress had ap- 
propriated fifteen thousand dollars for conducting 
the negotiation and making a treaty, and these two 
men had thereupon involved the Government to 
the extent of sixty-one thousand dollars. Their 
drafts, he believed, had not been accepted. 

Mr. McK AY was understood to state that the | 
drafts had been protested for the want of vouchers | 
to support them. 

Mr. THURMAN admitted the force of the re- | 
mark made by the chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means; and he was desirous of appro- 
priaung the money necessary to send these men 
back, but was embarrassed by the difficulty that, 
in voting for the bill, he should have to sanction | 
the irre vul ir and ve ry reprehe asible course pursued | 
' Such, however, was the 
confidence he reposed in the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and so great his personal respect for 
its able chairman, that if that gentleman said that 
the money must be paid, he should, though with 
reluctance, forego his objections to the bill. Could 
not the amount of these expenses be reduced ? | 
Ought not the items to be looked into and properly 
audited. 

Mr. McKAY said he hoped the gentleman did 
not ‘suppose that when the Committee of Ways 
and Means recommended the appropriation of the 
money contained in the bill for this item of Indian || 
expenditure, they meant that the accounts of the | 
commissioners were to be paid without first having 
been regularly audited. ‘The committee had no 
such idea. They would all be submitted to the 
most rigid scrutmy, and a portion of them might, 
in consequence, be rejects d. 

Mr. THURMAN said that was all very true, 
but in that case the payment would be passed 
upon by an executive officer and not by Congress. 
If this was a new appropriation, and it were now 
proposed to appropriate eighty thousand dollars 
for the expense of two commissioners in negotia- 
ting a treaty with the Camanches and other wild 
Indians of the Southwest, did any man believe 
that such an appropriation could get twenty votes 
in that House? And if the House would have 
refused to appropriate the sum beforehand, ought 
they to appropriate it now, merely because these 
commissioners have gone into an unauthorized 
expenditure of public money? He thought the | 
principle highly dangerous. He had no objection 
to the adoption of the most liberal policy in our 
treatment of these savage men. He Nia not object 
to making them handsome presents. He knew 
they were accustomed to receive them, and that 
nothing could be done in the way of treaty with- 
out them; but still the question recurred, Ought | 
Congress to sanction such a proceeding? He 
thought it outrageous, and would move to amend | 
the bill by striking out sixty-one thousand dollars || 
and inserting thirty thousand. 


tamed, 


by the commissioners. 
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before Indians in the bill, he thought it oy, 


July 17, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE insisted that the rye 
order required that the first item in the hil] shor 
be first considered; and, as Congressmen os 


ot 


of t 


order to offer amendments to the latter part of | 
bill till the former had been disposed of. 
The CHAIR ruled Mr. THURMAN’ S amens. 
ment to be not yet in order. _ 
Mr. HARALSON wished to understand +h, " 
items in this bill before he was called to act y 
them; and for that purpose, he desired to have th, 
before him; and, as the bill was not yet print d | 
moved that it be laid aside for the present, and 1) 
the committee proceed to consider bill No. 4]9. 
Mr. ASHMUN moved that the commitiee pi. 





but the motion was negatived; and the questi, i) 
being put on the motion of Mr. HARALSON; d 
lay the bill aside, it was decided in the negatiy, { 
Mr. PRESTON KING demanded a diyisi«, ( 
The CHAIR pronounced it to be too late, r 
Mr. KING took an appeal, and the residue ; l 
the sitting was occupied in a succession of motion: b 
to rise, divisions, decisions of the Chair, and re d 
peated appeals, creating, altogether, a scene o ‘ 


confusion and merriment such as has seldom |er) ‘ 
witnessed in the Hall. A motion to rise final); t 
prevailed, and the committee thereupon rose anid 


reported progress, when the House adjourned 
IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 17, 1846. 


A messave was received from the House , 
Representatives announcing that said House | 
passed sundry private bills. Also, that the Presi 
dent of the United States had notified said Hous 
that he had signed and approved the joint resol) 
tion of thanks to General ‘Taylor, his officers, ay 
men. Also, the bill to refund to the States and 
volunteers the expenses incurred by them in fit 
out the volunteers raised under orders by Genes 
Gaines and Taylor. Also, the bill to establis 
the collection district of Chicago. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was yesterday referred a repo: 
from the Secretary of War in relation to appr 
priations by Congress for the removal of obstru 
tions to the navigation of rivers of the United 


| States, reported it back with a recommendation 


that it be referred to the Committee on Printing 
which reference was ordered. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on th 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the House | 
for the relief of Abraham Horback, reported 1 


| without amendment. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, reported a bill providing for the er 
tion and completion of certain defences on the gull 
coast of Florida; which was read and passed to « 
second reading. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


The Senate considered the following resolution, 
submitted yesterday by Mr. Lewis: 

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered, the how 
of meeting of the Senate shall be ten o’elock, a. 0 

Mr. HAYWOOD moved an amendment to the 
resolution, by the addition of the words “ exce)' 
on Saturday;’’ which amendment was agreed 
ayes 2], noes 12. 

The question recurring on the adoption of th 
resolution, the yeas and nays were demanded au’ 
ordered. 

Afier a conversation between Senators ARCHER, 
SEVIER, JOHNSON of Louisiana, CALHOUN, 
and J. M. CLAYTON, the yeas and nays wet 
taken, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bas 
by, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Ciiley, Dick 
inson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Houston, Jo! 
son of Maryland, Lewis, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Seuip'" 
Sevier, Speight, Turney, and Yulee—27. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Cam 
eron, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Critter 


| den, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 


of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Pheip- 
Sturgeon, Uphain, Webster, and Westcott—24. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That immediately after the pending 
special order shall have been disposed of, the bill 
to provide for the better organization of the treas- 
ury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, 
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1946. 


| disbursement, of the public revenue, shall be 
une : 

the special order at twelve o’clock from day to day 
oti] disposed of. 


ISSUE OF TREASURY NOTES. 


Mr. LEWIS moved that the prior orders be 
postponed, and that the Senate proceed to the con- 


until 


vderation of the (louse) bill to authorize the issue | 


treasury notes and a loan; which motion was 
agreed to. ° ‘ 

The bill was accordingly taken up, and consid- 
ered as In committee of the whole; when 


Mr. EVANS rose and said that when he request- | 
ed a postponement of the consideration of this | 


pill yesterday, it was his intention to examine its 
details carefully, to see whether it was conformable 


+» existing laws, and whether it was guarded in | 
ihe manner usual to bills of this description. He | 


regretted that he had not yet had it in his power 
1) do so; he had not even been able to read the 
pill, but he did not rise to oppose its passage. He 
did not intend to oppose it in any way; on the 
contrary, he was in favor of its passage, unless 


some evils were pointed out in the details of the | 


bill which required amendment. He was in favor 
of its speedy passage. He thought it had already 


teen delayed too long, and he regretted that those | 


who had charge of the measure had permitted it to 
be delayed until the treasury was in a state of so 
zreat exigency that they were called on to pass the 
hill with the utmost expedition, in order to relieve 
ihe Government from embarrassment in its finan- 


cial operations. This used to be the mode of pro- 


ceeding, it Was true. 


He recollected that in the | 


years 1835-"38-°39, when a war was being carried | 


on—not so large a war as the one they were now 
engaged in, however—there was a deficiency of 
revenue, and treasury notes were resorted to; but 
ot until they were obliged to adopt some expedient 
(or supplying the pressing wants of the Govern- 
ment; and so it appeared to be now. 
was delayed until they could delay it no longer; 
wid then if the assent of Senators was withheld 
from the proposed measure, they were charged 


with obstructing the operations of the Government | 
{ 


atime of war. He had hoped that this prac- 
uce would be discontinued, and that those whose 
business it was to take care that the treasury should 
not be subjected to any st raits or embar rassment, 
would look far enough ahead, and bring forward 
‘heir measures at so early a period that they might 
be at least examined before they were adopted. 
He hoped that this would be the case hereafter. 
Honorable Senators on the other side would recol- 


The measure | 


vet that he had urged it upon the Committee of 
Mimance more than a month ago to bring forward 


(his measure. It certainly would have relieved the 
ioney market very much, and greatly facilitated 
the operations of the Government. For, although 
the Government had money enough, yet it could 
not easily be drawn out of its depositories and 
transmitted to distant places without very great 
‘iconvenience; and everybody must see that it 


would be better to have prepared for this emergen- | 


ey at an earlier day. He was not one of those 
who entertained any constitutional doubts as to the 
power of the General Government to issue treas- 


ry notes; he had advocated their issue against 


iS associates in the other House, when it was 


found impracticable to procure duties sufficient for | 


revenue; but he could not help feeling that they 
were aggrieved in having this measure delayed 
until the last moment, when there was no oppor- 
‘anity for preparing such a measure as they might 
deem the most desirable under the circumstances. 
But he was in favor of the passage of this bill be- 
“ause It was required immediately, and because he 
believed that the issue of treasury notes was prefer- 
able to contracting a loan, which would have the 


eflect of drawing away capital to the extent of such | 


loan from general circulation, whereas treasury | 
notes added to the circulation, and were a perfectly | 


good and safe currency, unless a greater amount 
were Issued than they could keep in circulation. 
He would support this bill, therefore—trusting, 
however, that the full amount of ten millions would 


hot be issued, but that the amount would be di- | 


vided between the issue of notes and a loan. 

But he could not refrain from observing that a 
Strange spectacle was here presented. They found 
themselves under an imperious necessity to-day to 


the 


thi y found themselves obliged to go on and pass 


s bill, and issue ten millions of dollars in treas- 


pass this bill, because the treasury was in difficulty; | 


t} 
| 


ury notes, or borrow money to that amount, at the 
very instant when they were proposing to give 
away eight or nine millions of dollars of revenue. 
He had always supposed, that whenever the Gov- 
ernment contracted a debt in any form, they were 
bound to provide for the redemption of that debt, 
if possible, at the time of contracting it. These 
notes were to be redeemed within a year, and he 
desired to be informed by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance how he expected that they were | 
to be taken up? What provision was to be made 
to meet this debt at the time it became due? That 
time would come; and if they were not prepared 
to redeem their notes, they would be paid into the 
custom-houses, and the revenue would, to that ex- 
tent, be diminished. What provision was intended 
to be made? He had heard of none. On the con- 
trary, instead of keeping themselves in a condition 
to meet the payment of that debt, they were weak- 
ening their ability to meetit. They were contract- 
ing a debt, and at the same time diminishing their 
ability to pay. And yet they expected to borrow 
money on easy terms. He had supposed that his 
friends over the way entertained a horror against 
debt, and that nothing but the most extreme neces 
sity would compel them to contract one. But here 
they were incurring a debt, while they were going 
on augmenting their expenditures, and at the same 
time abandoning a certain source of revenue, in- 
stead of augmenting their means. Tle must say 
that he never before saw or heard of so extraordi- 
nary a proceeding. How would they manage when 
the notes became due? Were they to be reissued ? 
If not, the Government could not be carried on for 
three months. This was the condition of things 
in 1837. The Secretary of the Treasury came to 
them, and in piteous tones asked for relief from the 
embarrassment under which the Treasury labored 
by the issue of treasury notes. Hle told them 
it was but anticipating the revenue, and that there 
would be abundant means for the payment of 
those notes when they became due; but, instead of 
this being the case, the notes were returned into 
the custom houses, and he was forced to come 
again to Congress, and to confess that his scheme 
did not work, and that he was sull out of money. 
Congress gave him the power to reissue the notes, 
and this practice had been kept up ever since. Sup- , 
pose it had been refused, would not the whole coun- 
try have rung with denunciations against Congress 
for refusing to provide that expedient? He put it 
to the gentleman to say how otherwise they were 
todo? They might abandon their revenue if they 
pleased, and borrow money to replace it; but he 
could tell them that they would never pay a dollar | 
of it; never redeem their credit, nor restore the 
treasury to a flourishing state, until they restored 
the duties which they were abandoning. They 
might prostrate the financial affairs of the country, 
and leave it to others to restore them, as had been 
done before; it would not be the first time that the 
task of restoring prosperity and replenishing the 
treasury had devolved upon the Whig party, who | 
generally remained in power long enough to effect 
this, and were then displaced by their opponents, 
who took great credit to themselves for skilful man- 
agement. He had not intended to touch at all upon 
these matters when he rose. He had thought, nay, 
he had almost vowed, he would notagain speak of | 
the financial affairs of the country. He would 
have been glad, nevertheless, to have had time to | 
examine the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. He perceived that they were published 
in this morning’s ** Union,”’ and that the Secretary 
states that his estimate is “ the result of many 
‘months of laborious research and inquiry, aided 
‘ by all the tables of imports of each article at the 
‘ respective rates of duty, under every tariff from 
‘ the organization of the Government to the present 
‘period; and that, in addition to the information 
‘furnished by these tables, the department has 
‘deemed it a duty, from an anxious solicitude to 
‘arrive at correct results in a matter so vitally af- 
‘ fecting the revenue of the Government and all the 
‘ rreat interests of the country, to confer with gen- 
‘tlemen of skill and experience, not only in the | 
‘Treasury, but also with others residing in the 
‘creat mercantile cities of the Union, whose pres- 
‘ence could be obtained without unnecessary de- | 
‘lay.”” 

He had no doubt that the Secretary had been 
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saying that he believed the Secretary had endeav- 
ored to reach the truth, and that he had a perfect 
conviction of the justness of his views and the 
soundness of the conclusions at which he had 
arrived; but he must be pe rmitted to point out cer- 
ain errors or misapprehensions in this amended 
estimate of the Secretary, which were apparent 
at the very first view. 

Mr. SEVIER called the honorable Senator to 
order. It was altogether irrelevant to discuss the 
subject of the tariff, the Senate having under its 
consideration the bill relating to treasury notes and 
loans, 

Mr. EVANS said he was not discussing the 
tariif. He was showing that the means of the 
Government would not be sufficient to meet the 
payment of those treasury notes; that was what 
he was about to do; and he must be permitted to 
point out what seemed to him a most extraerdi- 
nary fallacy (and he was surprised beyond measure 
that it had occurred) into which the Secretary had 
fallen. He was quite certain that it must be en- 
tirely unintentional, because it was so plain and 
palpable that it never could have been designed to 
mislead anybody. 

[Mr. E. here entered into an examination of the 
ealculations and estimates of the Secretary, show- 
inga very large discrepancy between the result 
arrived at by the Secretary and the result of caleu- 
lations made by himself founded upon the same 
basis. ] 

This, then, (continued Mr. E.) is to be the con- 
dition of the treasury according to their own 
showing. How, then, was the payment of these 
treasury notes to be provided for? jut he wanted 
to say a word or two more as to the manner in 
which those tables had been made up. The ob- 


ject of the Secretary was, to show that this bill 


would yield as much revenue as the bill that was 
to be repealed; and he got at this by saying that 
they must allow eight and one-sixth per cent. for 
the increase of population from the 30th of June, 
1845, to the 30th of November, 1847. But sup- 
pose the present tarif! law were not repealed, 
would there not be the same increase? Give us 
(said Mr. E.) an inerease of eight and one-sixth per 
cent. with our present bill, and we will keep two or 
three millions ahead. And, what is somewhat 
extraordinary, too, the Secretary, in his estimate, 
makes all goods that come into the country by 
reason of this increase dutiable. 

Again I ask, how will you meet the payment 
of your treasury notes? You never will by the 
wlicy which you are pursuing. I have said, 
1owever, that the wants of the treasury are very 
ereat; and, therefore, L think that this bill ought 
to pass. But, sir, I do not think that the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury has given us the most favor- 
able estimate for himself; and if I can help him 
out a little, and make things look a little better, | 
feel bound to do it. In the report of the Secretary 
which was communicated to Congress by the Pres- 
ident on the 16th of June, he goes into an exam- 
ination of the condition of the treasury. 

[Mr. E. here proceeded to show that an under- 
estimate of the available funds in the treasury 
had been made, amounting to several millions of 
dollars. ] , 

But, notwithstanding all this, (he said,) in view 
of the present extraordinary expenditures of the 
Government, even if they passed this bill for the 
issue of treasury notes, there would be an abso- 
lute necessity ft iy an extra session to pass another 
similar bill, or else it would have to be the first 


| thing (if deferred) at the next session of Con- 


most laboriously, most assiduously employed in |) 


. < 
this matter for a long time; and he was entitled to 


‘| great credit therefor. He took great pleasure in | 


Tess. 

He had felt bound to trespass upon the time of 
the Senate in order to make these explanations, 
and to warn gentlemen on the other side of the 
rocks upon which they were about to suifer ship- 
wreck, The treasury must unavoidably be great- 
ly embarrassed, and he hoped, therefore, that they 
would devise early and prompt measures to avert 
that embarrassment. 

Mr. BENTON then rose and said: 

I have some objections to this bill—some to a 
provision in the bill itself—some to the policy of 
resorting so early to an issue of Government 
paper. My objection to the bill is in the authority 
which it confers to reissue the ten millions of 
treasury notes authorized to be issued. The reis- 
sue is a departure from the act of 1837, and is, in 
my opinion, unjustifiable in itself. The act of 
1837 authorizes ten millions of notes to be issued, 
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and by a clause in the 12th section requires every 
note to be cancelled and destroyed when redeemed: 
this bill authorizes a reissue, and of course puts 
the note into circulation again, instead of destroy- 
To this reissue | have two objer tions: 
currency of our 


me it. 
first, because it makes a 
treasury notes, and assimilates them to common 
hank and, next, because tt destroys the 
limitation on the amount to be issued. The lim- 
tation on the is ten nillions; the 
afier redemption may double, triple, quadruple 


paper 
nolos, 
reissue 


issue 


that amount; for every time the hote ts reissued if 


becomes a new debt, and has to be paid again. If 


not reissuable, the amount of debt which can be 


created under the bill is ten millions; if reissuable, 

In fact, with 
thre juality of rei ibility, no can tell what 
of debt may be created under the bill. 
rreat Olyye 


ion, but the change which is 
vrreater. 


it may be many times ten millions. 


)} hie 


amount 
This isa 


rade in the character of the note ts sull 


If cancelled when paid, the notes would be consid- 


ered as the bend of the Government, to be paid 


when due, and when paid extinevutshed; but, to 
hie mind and put out avail, ts to do bale tie bank 
and this | cannot avree to. We have a bill for an 


ident treasury, a main feature 


sat the 


idepes of which ts 
hard money payment Federal tre isury. I 
can conceive it to be compatible with the character 
of such a treasury to take up, and cancel the Gov- 
: as often as 
mod 
haffled out 
will hold together. 
isurer to something 


ernment bonds; but, to reissue them 


tuken up, is too much like banking for me 


ern bankine, where the same note Is 


and again, as lone as it 
| 


"This would reduce our sub-tre 


like a eashier of a modern bank—reissuing the 
same paper ad infinitum. even banks did not 
do this in the bexinning—in their better days. 
Vhe Bank of England did not reissue for a long 
lime. 


Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON, from his seat. It 


does not reissue now: it pays and cancels each 


note, 
Mr. BENTON. 


Good! Let our Government 


not reduce our sub-treasury be low the Bank of 


England as a paper machine. Let us cancel the 
notes when paid, and have no paper currency. | 
will therefore move to strike out the clause of re- 
issue in the bill; and if that is struck out, the bill, 
so far as l am concerned, may take its course. 

These are my objections to the bill, and this is 
practical, and will require a vote from the Senate. 
1 have another objection, not to any particular 
clause in the bill, but to the policy of resorting 
thus early in our war with Mexico to an issue of 
Government paper. 

Forty years avo, Mr. Président, when T was a 
student at law, Lread in one of my books—an Enz- 
lish book, of course—these words: 


“If our ancestors in King Willian’s time had annually 
paid, so long as their exigencies lasted, even a less sum 
than we now annually raise on their account, they would 
in time of war have borne no greater burdens than they 
have bequeathed to and settled upon their postertty in time 
of peace, and might have been eased the instant the exi- 
geney Was over,”’ 


The lesson ineulcated in these words sunk dee p | 


upon my mind, and LT resolved to act upon it if it 
should ever be my lot to have any share in the 
management of the public affurs of mg country. 
"The great principle of the lesson is, that every cen- 
eration should bear its own burdens, and not east 
them upon posterity; and if a principle, so wise 
and just im itself, needed any illustration or confir- 
mation, it would be found im the subsequent his- 
tory of the country in which the words of the les- 
son were written. 
them in 1777. The British debt was then about 
one hundred and forty millions of pounds sterling, 
and the interest and cost of management about five 
millions: that debt is now about eight hundred 
millions, and the annual interest and management 
about thirty millions. ‘The example set—the evil 


Mr. Justice Blackstone wrote 


practice commenced—in King William’s time, of 


throwing burdens upon posterity, has continued 
ever since; and certainly the British people of the 
present day are burdened toa degree which should 
induce others to heed the admonition which they 
nevlected. " 

‘The obvious mode of saving posterity from the 
burdens of its ancestors, is for every generation to 
pay as it goes; and, todo that, each year as nearly 
as possible must pay the debt which it creates. 
‘Taxation is the mode to do that: and where taxa- 
tion is inadequate, short loans, to be repaid by 
those who make them, is the substitute. A Govy- 


; 6 l “a ; 
ernment issue of treasury paper—called exchequer | posterity, it was, that Mr. Justice Blackstone 


bills in Great Britain, and treasury notes in the 
United States—should be the last, and almost the 
desperate, resource of any Government. 


These | 


are the principles upon which I came into public | 


life, and on which | have endeavored to act, 
though not always able to do so. The year 1837 
overset my principles. The 
near thirty millions of dollars in banks, found itself 
one morning without a shilling in hand; and Con- 
gress was called together to provide the means of 
keeping the Government alive. It was a case of 
life or death; and the proceeds of taxes would 


Government with | 


have been entirely too slow to have prevented the 


open and declared bankruptcy of the treasury. 
Under these circumstances, the resource of taxa- 
tion was impossible; 
resource, and upon this the Finance Committee of 
the Senate resolved, and that in opposition to the 
Secretary of the ‘Tre asury, (Mr. Woodbury,) who 


recommended an issue of treasury notes. ‘The 
committee condemned this resort; but finally yield- 
ed to the Seeretary on his firm asseveration that 


loans could not be obtained in time to prevent 
the catasuephe of a bankrupt treasury. Under 
these circumstances, the treasury note act of 1837 
was brought in, but euarded with many provis- 
ions to preventthe notes from sliding into currency , 
tomake a government paper money. ‘The 
act of 1837 Was enuarded, and doubly euarded, 
against that evil; first, in giving authority to issue, 
without authority to reissue notes; and then by a 
special clause expressly forbidding reissues, and 
positively requiring each note to be cancelled and 
destroyed when once redeemed by the United 
States. With these 
bill was passed. 





So as 


guards, and some others, the 
I voted for it, but with a revul- 
sion of stomach almost convulsive, and witha mis- 
viving of the heart which proved to be prophetic. 
In a little time the guards were all broken down; 
reissue of the same notes was legalized; and these 
notes entered and left the treasury as bank notes 
enter and leave a bank. Of course I did not vote 
for this overthrow of the euards which [ had as- 
sisted to set up; but the want of my vote made no 
ditference. ‘The mischief had been done in the 
first step: once issued, treasury notes were strong 
enough to reissue themselves, and slide into paper 
curre ney. 

‘These are my objections to the bill itself, and of 
its policy. ‘The policy of this early resort to a 
means of supporting the Government, which, from 
its dangerous and seductive nature, should be left 
for the last, and the almost desperate resource. 
‘Taxation should be the first resort; and here I must 
say that [ utterly object to the omission of any fair 
object of taxation from our revenue bill. Tea and 
cotlee are left out of that bill. Certainty I should 
like to leave them out, and a great many others, if 
there Was no necessity for taxation. But there is 
necessity. ‘This treasury note bill proves the ne- 
cessity, and Lam for taxing all objects fairly taxa- 
ble. ‘Taxes first, loans next, treasury notes last, 
is my creed; and I have no idea of flinching from 
my own duties under the assumption that the 
people will not do theirs. j 
veneration to pay its own debts as well as to fight 
its own battles. Our constituents will pay a tax 
on tea and coffee, if necessary, and that tax is now 
necessary. Buta modern idea has sprung up, that 
tea and coffee are necessaries of life, and must be 
free, while iron, salt, woollen, and fire pay tax. 
According to this idea, tea and coffee are the first 
of necessaries; and if the question of Cassius to 
Bratus should be answered, ‘**Upon what meats doth 
this our Julius feed ?”’ the answer would be, tea and 
cotlee! Notsothe people. They are as honest as 
brave—as ready to pay their own debts as to fight 
their own battles. We have no wars in which the 
people have no interest: our wars are their wars; 
not so with Great Britain when the foundation of 
her public debt was laid on loans and exchequer 
bills in the time of King William and his succes- 
sors of the House of Hanover. Continental wars, 
in which the people of England had no interest, 
were their portions with the Houses of Orange and 
Hanover. Security of the Dutch barrier, reduc- 
tion of the French monarchy, settlement of the 
Spanish succession, maintenance of the Germanic 
liberties, were then the causes of English wars. 
Ministers and the Parliament were justly afraid to 
tax the people for such wars : they therefore taxed 
rer ! They made loans, and issued exchequer 


a temporay loan was the next | 


It is the duty of every | 


ills; and of the burdens which these threw upon | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


duly 17, 


gO 


justly complained. But our wars are our own: they 
are the wars of the people, and the people are g. 
honest as brave, and will pay their own debts a. 
well as fight their own battles. They wilj pay a 
tax on tea and coffee, rather than go in debt: they 
will bear burdens rather than throw them yoo, 
their posterity. What father is willing to ren: 
debts upon his son? What Government would wis) 
to burden posterity? Every generation will hay, 
its own burdens to bear—its own battles to fiely: 
and its own taxes to pay—and should not be aie, 
dened with the debts of its ancestors. Thy pres 

ent enormous British debt had its origin in 4), 
unwise and cowardly policy of throwing burdens 
upon posterity; let us avoid what we have seen 

fatal among our English ancestors. 

Taxes first, loans next, treasury paper last, ay 
my resources; but here we begin with paper; for 
although the bill has an alternative clause, that thy: 
President may either borrow or issue notes, ye: 
the alternative is nothing. The issue of the not 
is the easy and the seductive course; and for thy 
same reason that we refuse to order the loan, |y 
will refuse to make it. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the further consid 
eration of this bill was postponed until to-morrow 
and the hour having a:rived for the consideration 
of the special order— 
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The Senate proceeded to the consideration of thy 
bill for reducing the duties on imports, and fo 
other purposes. 

Mr. DAVIS resumed his remarks on the bill, ip 
opposition to its policy and principle. With reter- 
ence to the ad valorem principle, he was decided 
and emphatic in his remarks. He expressed hin 
self satisfied with the increase of the duty on 
coarse wool from five per cent, to thirty per cent., 
if, in the view of the Government, it was deemed 
advisable to put down the existing establishments 
in the country, reminding the Senate that wool 
was admitted into England free of duty. The 
policy of the bill was, to discriminate, not in favor 
of our own industry, but against it. 

He protested against the bill, as deficient as a 
revenue measure; as favoring foreigners at the ex- 
pense of our own interests; because it was ant 
American in all its details; because it overloaded 
particular interests, and would render it necessary 
to divert labor into new channels; because it pro- 
tected one interest at the expense of all others; and 
because it was a war on free Iabor, pregnant with 
moral degradation. He also protested against t 
in the name and in behalf of his fellow-citizens, 
who had a right to demand impartial legislation, 
and, if it effects the objects it had in view, would 
be ruinous to the country. 

When Mr. D. resumed his seat, 

Mr. McDUFFIE called for the question. 

Mr. SEVIER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The bill being still in committee, 

The PRESIDENT said, ‘* The bill is sull open 
to amendment. ”’ 

A pause. 

The PRESIDENT: If no amendment be offered 
to the bill, it will be reported to the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said he hoped 
the question was not to be taken upon this bill 
now. He desired to address the Senate, and he 
would assure the Senator from South Carolina that 
the debate would not be greatly prolonged by him, 
as he had no intention of consuming more than two 
hours at farthest; but he was not prepared to go 
on at present. He hoped, therefore, the subject 
would be deferred until to-morrow. He supposed 
that they might infer from what had taken place, 
that there was no intention on the part of any 


| Senator on the other side to say a word in defence 


of the bill; he had no idea, therefore, that the ques- 
tion would be delayed beyond Saturday next. | 
Mr. SEVIER said, if Senators on the other side 
would agree that the question should be taken next 
week, he would be happy to listen to any speeches 
that might be made; Cal he, for one, was not wil- 
ling that it should be delayed beyond that time. 
Mr. JOHNSON said he was not authorized to 
answer for any other than himself. He would be 
glad of an opportunity to say what little he had to 


say. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said he would be very happy 
to consult the personal convenience of the Senator 
from Maryland, but it was very obvious that 
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the debate was to be prolonged on that side, it | 
would, in all probability, give rise to debate on 
this; and that was what they wished to avoid, be- 
cause they desired a speedy decision. And, to 
accomplish this, they had determined to leave the 
discussion to the other side of the chamber exclu- 
gively. He did not feel authorized, therefore, as | 
far as he was concerned, to give his consent to a | 
postponement of the debate. He thought it was 
jesirable to bring the matter to a conclusion, one 
way or the other, as speedily as possible. 

Mr. JOHNSON said that the reason assigned 
py the Senator from South Carolina for terminating 
jebate, lest it should provoke debate upon that 
side of the chamber, could not be very well found- 
ed; for he certainly should think that, if debate | 
could be provoked on the part of the friends of the 
Hill by anything that could be urged by its oppo- 
nents, there had been provocation enough already ; 
and he was quite sure that nothing that he could 
say would have the effect of bringing out a reply, 
if what had already been said was insufficient. 

Mr. LEWIS said the bill had been under dis- 
cussion since Monday, and gentlemen on the other 
side had occupied four days of the time in deliver- 
ing two speeches, At this rate, if many speeches 
were to be made, they would not get the question 
atall. It was desirable to have the vote as soon 
as possible, as several gentlemen on his side of the 
chamber were very anxious to leave their seats. 
He hoped the vote would be taken in the course of 
next week. If an arrangement could be come to 
with gentlemen on the other side, he would with 
ereat pleasure give them as much time as the ne- || 
cessity of the ease would admit. 

Mr. JOHNSON again stated his opinion that 
the vote would be taken next week, and averred 
that the gentlemen upon his side of the chamber 
were not disposed to speak against time, but were 
ready, and intended to meet the question fairly. 

Mr. MceDUFFIE (after some conversation with | 
Mr. Jounson, Mr. Wesster, and other Whig 
Senators) expressed his conviction that the oppo- 
nents of the bill would not attempt to further delay 
it uselessly, but meet the question in an open, can- | 
did manner, and withdrew his objection to the 
postponement, 

The question was then taken on the postpone- || 
ment, and it was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port of the Secretary of War, in compliance with | 
a resolution of the Senate, communicating informa- |! 
tion as to the eae of any individual by the | 
Department, or under its sanction, to raise volun- || 
teers for the war with Mexico; which was read, || 
and ordered to be printed. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


House bills for the relief of the following per- 
sons were read twice, and appropriately referred, | 
Viz: 

A bill for the relief of Griffin Kelly. 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Ausmen., 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Dusseau. | 

A bill for the relief of John Campbell, of Gar- || 
land, Maine. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Pratt. 

A bill for the relief of Justin Jacobs. 

A bill for the relief of Larranus Cobbs. 

A bill for the relief of Polly Damron. 

_ A bill for the relief of Catherine Fulton, Wash- 
ington county, Pennsylvania. 
A bill for the relief of Jose Carxillo. 

A bill for the relief of James Journey. 

A bill for the relief of John McAlister. | 

A bill for the relief of John Carr, John Botts, 
and Samuel Stevenson. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Segar, of Jefferson | 
county, New York. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Phelps, of Genesee | 
county, New York. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Betts, of the 
city of New York. 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Masterton. 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Brown. 

A bill for the relief of William Gump. 

A bill for the relief of Lewis Laing. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Campbell, widow 
of John Campbell. 

A bill for the relief of Leah Gray. 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Gwinup, of || 
Hamilton county, Ohio. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Hargrave Lee. | 

A bill for the relief of James Lee. \ 
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A bill for the relief of William Moss. 

A bill for the relief of Solomon Russell, of Som- 
erset county, Maine. 

A bill for the relief of Captain John Patton. 

A bill for the relief of Lois Matteson, of the 
county of Jefferson, New York. 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Conant, of Jef- 
ferson county, New York. 

A bill for the relief of Eli Merrill. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal repre- 
sentatives of John Kelly. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel H. Warren. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Rife. 

A bill for the relief of George Roush. 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Kelly, senior. 

A bill for the relief of William B. Ligon. 

An act to pay Captain John B. Crozier’s com- 
pany of mounted volunteers, Tennessee. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John B. Dentin 
and Curtis Humphrey. 


RIVERS AND HARBORS. 


Mr. DIX renewed the notice that he would eall 
up the harbor and river bill to-morrow, having 
been prevented from so doing to-day, in conse- 


| quence of the pendency of the Treasury note bill. 


On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of Executive 


| business, and, after some time so spent, 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 17, 1846. 

Leave was given to withdraw the petitions and 
papers of Mary Phelps, Anna Giffin, and Josiah 
Sturges. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 


| reported a bill for the relief of Harrison Whitson; 


which was read and committed. 

Mr. DANIEL also made adverse reports on the 
cases of George Hix, David Little, and Samuel 
Lewis; which reports were laid on the table. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Private 


| Land Claims, to which was referred the bill from | 

| the Senate for the relief of Benjamin Ballard, re- 
. ’ 

|| ported the same without amendment. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading; and 


|| it was read the third time forthwith, and passed, and 
| returned to the Senate. 


Mr. BOWLIN, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate for the 
relief of Robert Barclay, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved that the bill be laid 
on the table. Lost: Ayes 4, noes 110. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, 
and returned to the Senate. 

Mr. CHIPMAN asked leave to introduce a bill, 
notice of which had heretofore been given. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected. 

Mr. CHIPMAN moved to suspend the rules; 
but the motion failed. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFFP, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to which was referred the joint 
resolution from the Senate for the relief of Lewis 
De Russy, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. PRESTON KING inquired if the bill did ' 
not, under the rule, require commitment, as con- 
taining and appropriation. 

The SPEAKER examined the bill, and an- 
swered the inquiry in the negative. 

On this point a debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
BRINKERHOFF, BURT, P. KING, HOUS- 
TON of Alabama, and McKAY participated. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved the previous ques- 


| tion, which was demanded, and under its operation 


the resolution was passed and returned to the Sen- 
ate. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration 


of private bills on the table, heretofore reported 
from the Committee of the Whole House. 


And the first in order was the bill for the relief of 
Gad Humphries and George Centre. It was un- 


instant. 
Mr. RATHBUN moved to lay it on the table. 
No quorum voted, and he withdrew the motion. 
The report from the committee, stating the facts 


' and merits of the case, was then read. 


The previous question having been moved, a 
quorum did not vote on the second; when— 


, then passed and sent to the Senate. 
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Mr. DROMGOOLE moved acall of the House. 
Negatived. 

The House was again divided on the second for 
the previous question, 

And it was seconded; and, under its operation, 
the question was put that the bill do pass. 

It was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 6&8, nays R44. 

And so the bill was rejected, 

Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN moved to recon- 
sider this vote; but the motion was postponed for 
the present. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Sellers and 
Pennock came up, and the question was on its 
third reading; when, 

On motion of Mr. BARKLEY MARTIN, it 
was laid on the table. 

‘The bill granting a pension to Daniel H. War- 
ren, a soldier of the war of 1812 with Great Britain, 
was taken up. 

Mr. HAMLIN said that he had labored most 
industriously for three years to procure the passage 
of this bill, It had passed the TLouse at two pre- 
ceding sessions, and been sent to the Senate at so 
late a period of the session, that, for the want of 
time, it had remained unacted upon there, and died 
a natural death. ‘The proceedings had to be com- 
menced de noro in this House; and, when reported 
again, the bill was, as a matter of course, placed at 
the foot of the calendar. He was apprehensive 
that, if now passed and sent to the Senate, it would 
meet its former fate, which would place it ina 
much worse condition than if it were retained here 
until the commencement of the next session, and 
He would, 
therefore, move that the bill be passed over inform- 
ally, with a view of taking it up as soon as Con- 
gress met at the next session. 

The bill was passed over accordingly. 

Subsequently, Mr. HAMLIN said he had con- 
versed with Senators, who informed him, that if 
the bill were passed and sent to the Senate imme- 
diately, it should be acted upon before the close of 
this session. He therefore called it up; and it was 
read the third time, and passed. 

‘The bill for the relief of Peter Rife; 

The bill for the relief of George Roush, 

The bill for the relief of Patrick Kelly; 

The bill for the relief of William B. Ligon; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Kell; were severally taken up in order, 
and were read the third time and sanedl 

The bill to pay Captain John B. Crozier’s com- 
pany of mounted Tennessee volunteers next came 
up. This bill was reported from the Committee 
of the Whole, with a recommendation that it be 
recommitted. 

The House refused to acree to the commitment. 

And the question was taken by yeas and nays 
that it be read a third time, and passed in the 
affirmative; yeas 76, nays 60. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

The bill to authorize Eli Merriil to exchange a 
tract of military bounty land in [inois for other 
public land in that State, and the bill granting a 
pension to Ebenezer Conant, next came up, and 
were severally read the third time and passed. 

The bill granting a pension to Lois Mattison was 
read, and opposed by Messrs. HUNGERFORD 
and DANIEL, and explained by Mr. SEAMAN. 

And on the question of a third reading a quo- 
rum did not vote. [It was very apparent that a 
quorum was in the Hall.] 

And a call of the House was then ordered, and 
the roll being called over, 142 members were found 
to be present—a quorum. ; 

Further proceedings in the call were dispensed 
with. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

The bill granting a pension to Captain John Pat- 
ton for injuries received in the war of 1812 with 
Great Britain; 

The bill for the relief of Solomon Russell; 

The bill granting arrears of pension to James 
Gee, who received three desperate wounds in the 


; | early part of a battle in the war of 1812 with Eng- 
' der consideration at the adjournment on the 11th | 


land, and yet continued to fight bravely on till the 


|| victory was achieved; and 


The bill granting a pension to William Moss, 
severally came up in order, and were read the third 
time and passed. ! 

The joint resolution for the relief of John B. 
Denton and Curtis Humphreys, mail contractors 
in the State of Georgia, was read. 
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This resolution was reported from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole with a recommendation that it be 
rejects d. } ; 

Mr. TOOMBS fully explained the claim in a 
few clear and lucid remarks, and hoped the House 
would not agree to the recommendation of the 
Committee of the Whole. 

After which the House refused to agree to the 
recommendation to reject the resolution; and it 
was read the third time, and, after the report of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
had been read, it was passed. 

The bill to refund to Richard Hargrave Lee a 
portion of the money paid to him for a forfeiture 
to CGrovernment; 

The bill granting a pension to Margaret Gwin- 
uy); 

The bill granting a pension to Leah Gray; 

The bill granting a pension to Mary Campbell, 
of Pennsylvania; 

The bill granting a pension to Lewis Laing; 

The bill granting a pension to William Gump; 
and 

The bill for the relief of John Carr, John Patty, 
and $S. Stephenson, seamen, were severally, as 
they came up in order, read the thurd time and 
passed, 

The bill for the relief of John MeAllister, of 
Cieorgia, came up; and, on the question of a third 
reading, a quorum did not vote. 

A call of the House was ordered, but before it 
was commenced— 

A motion was made by Mr. PRESTON KING 
to dispense with it; and it was dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER counted the [Touse, and re port: 
ed that a quorum was not within the Elall. 

Mr. SEAMAN moved a call. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, when 

The SPEAKER said he had no doubt a quorum 
was then present. 

On which the motion for the call was with- 
drawn. 

And the question was put, Shall the bill for the 
relief of John McAllister pass? And it passed in 
the affirmative 

"The bill for the relief of James Journe y;3 

"The bill for the relief of Jose Carxillo; 

The bill granting a pension to Jonathan Brown; 

The bill granting a pension to Patrick Master- 
SOS 

The bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Betts, 
of New York; 

The bill granting a pension to Mary Phelps; 

The bill cranting a pension to Mary Serar; 

The bill granting a pension to Catherine Fulton; 
and 

The bill granting a pension to Polly Dawson, 
were, as they severally came up in order, read the 
third time, and passed. 

The bill granting a pension to Surranous Cobb, 
was read in order, and a motion was made to lay 
iton the table. A quorum did not vote. 5 

A call of the House was moved and refused. 

A motion was made by Mr. NORRIS that the 
House adjourn. It was decided by yeas and nays 
and negatived, 26 to 108. A large quorum. . 

The question was then taken on laying the bill 
on the table, and lost. 

And the question on the passage of the bill was 
put, and passed in the affirmative. 

The billgranting a pension to Justin Jacobs next 
came up, and on the qucsuon On 1b passage a quo- 
rum did not vote. 

The question was again taken by yeas and nays, 
and the bili passed: yeas 60, nays 59. 

‘The bill granting a pension to Daniel Pratt; 

The bill granting a pension to John Campbell, 
of Maine; 

The bill granting a pension to Joseph Dusseau; 

‘The bill granting a pension to Abraham Ausmen; 

The bill granting a pension to Griflin Kelly; 

The bill granting a pension to Benjamin Allen; 

The bill granting a pension to Aquila Goodwin; 

‘The bill for the relief of Cornelius Capen, ad- 
ministrator of John Cox, of Boston, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and represent- 
atives of Richard C. Anderson, deceased; 

The bill forthe relief of John Milsted, of Florida; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Ruddle; 

The bill for the r hef of Jost ph Curwin: 

The biil for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Herald, of Baltimore; 

‘The bill for the relief of William B. Lang; 


‘ 


The bill for the relief of David Thomas, of Phil- | Mr. WEBSTER said: Truly, sir, We are 


adelphia; 

The bill for the relief of Elisha F. Richards; 
were severally taken up in their order on the calen- 
dar, and were read the third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of William Beard was re- 
ject d 

‘The bill for the relief of Maior James H. P. Porter; 

The bill for the relief of Lewis Hastings; 

The bill for the relief of the widow of Thomas 
Murray, jr., deceased; and 

The bill for the relief of Gideon A. Perry, were 
severally laid on the table. 

The vote to lay the bill for the relief of William 
Poole on the table was reconsidered. 

And the question was put on the passage of the 
bill, on which a quorum did not vote. 

Aud the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Satrunpay, July 18, 1846. 

Mr. GREENE presented the petition of mer- 
chants and shipmasters of Brisiol, Rhode Island, 
remonstrating against the removal of the custom- 
house from that place; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial from the 
miners and other laborers of Schuylkill county, 
Pennsylvania, asking that the duty on coal may 
not be reduced. 

Mr. C. also presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of Democratic citizens of Sunbury, Northum- 
berland county, Pennsylvania, expressing their 
opposition to the bill reducing the duties on im- 
ports, and for other purposes, and requesting the 
Senators from that State to use all honorable means 
to defeat its passage. 

In presenting the latter document, Mr. C. said 
that the panic of which honorable Senators spoke 
the other day had commenced, and was spreading 
into every part of that Commonwealth. But this 
was no Whig panic. It was a Democratic panic. 
The county in which this meeting was held isa 
Democratic county. It gives about 2500 votes, 
and a majority to the Democratic party, in great 
contests, of near 1200. Northampton county, 
another decided Democratic county, was here pro- 
testing against the passage of the tariff bill; these 
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people, these Democrats, feared that its passage | 


would destroy their business, prostrate the Demo- 
eratic party, and beggar their families. Such fears 
might cause a panic with the honest and best. Good 


‘old Berks”’ ts here also by a representation of her | 


sons. ‘That county is the stronghold of Democracy. 
Of her 10,000 votes, she gives often a Democratic 
majority of 4,000. Eler citizens are a steady, in- 
lustrious people, who are not easily excited. They 
are generally agriculturists, who are content with 
their peacetul employment, and whose industry 
and frugality have made them rich. No common 
danger would alarm her; but situated as she is on 
the verge of the great coal-field of Pennsylvania, 
she has daily evidences of the comfort and happi- 
ness its mines dispense among the laborers and 
mechanics of the country round about, and of the 
wealth which it has sent among them in exchange 
for the products of their farms. No one can charge 
them with aiding in a“ Whig panic.” Their De- 
mocracy is undoubted and beyond reproach. It is 
known throughout the Union; and thrice has it 


saved the Democratic party of the Union. Her | 
sons come here not to create a panic, bnt to speak | 
with Democrats in the Senate, and in other high | 
places, as Democrats may speak to those whom | 


by their votes they have elevated; to tell them 
how this new priaciple in legislation will affect 
their interests, and to get Democrats here to pause 
before they ruin our great State, and take from our 
laboring people, who cannot come here, their em- 
ployment, and from their families their bread. Such 
a panic as the passage of this bill will create, would, 
he repeated, be no ** Whig panic.” He said that 
we had heard, in a recent discussion, remarks in 
favor of the claims of Tennessee for money due her 
citizens. The claims of Massachusetts had also 
heen spoken of; and claims due Georgia and New 
Hampshire had been urged, and some of them paid. 
Pennsylvania, he was proud to say, had no claims 
upon the treasury of be Union; she asked for no 
help from the treasury; she was willing to work 
for her living, and asked only to be let alone. 


July 18, 


° . ’ th is 
morning in a very strange conjuncture of cireyy). 
stances. The electric telegraph announces f; 

ron 
Boston that the steamer has broucht 


informat 
from England, and among the last words of the ja, 


first Minister of England, was the declaration tj... 
all eyes in England were turned to see hoy , > 
United States would arrange the new tariff, aol 
ing evidently to an expectation or a hope that th 
new tariff, to which all the English eyes wer 
turned, would be a tariff more favorable, dowht:«. 
to English interests and English business and Eno. 
lish concerns, than the tariff now existing, Soy, 
what of a counter-blast comes from Pennsylvania 
All eyes are turned hither from Pennsylvania, y.; 
exactly to see how we may modify the tariff to jy. 
come more acceptable to English interests and th. 
English people, but to see whether we will sacrific, 
her interests—her great and leading interest. 
and the interests of other portions of the country 
having interests like hers, by the adoption of thix 
measure, so much commended already in Europe— 
so much the subject of parliamentary report and 
parliamentary recommendation. Is not this, si; 
as L said, a singular conjuncture of our affairs? Sir, 
I propose, before I sit down, to ask the honoral)| 
member from Pennsylvania, with great respect, a 
question or two. I happened to be in Pennsylya- 
nia in October, 1844, in diverse villages and Cony 
ties. I saw the preparations that were going on 
for the then approaching elections; and it appeared 
to me that the Democratic party in Pennsylvania 
had three prominent, eminent, distinct favorites, 
These three favorites were often borne on thiciy 
flags and banners. I saw them emblazoned jp 
Chester county, and in Schuylkill county, and in 
other places. The three favorites borne on thes 
banners were, ** Polk,’’ * Dallas,’”’? and “ The 
Tariff of 1842.’’ Lam rather inclined to think that 
of these favorites the last mentioned is at this 
present moment most in favor. [ would ask thy 
honorable member from Pennsylvania himself 
whether he has not seen these same banners float- 
ing in various places? 

Mr. CAMERON. I answer the Senator with 
great pleasure. I attended, perhaps, every Deno- 
cratic meeting within my reach in that State—and 
some of them were at places one hundred and fitiy 
miles distant from my home—in order to support 
the great cause of Democracy, and at all these 
meetings the watchwords and the mottoes were, 
*¢ Polk,”’ **Dallas,’’ and (before his lamented death) 
*‘ Muhlenberg,’ and ** The Tariff of 1842.”") And 
after the death of our candidate for the gubernatorial 
chair, they were, *‘ Polk,”’ ‘¢Dallas,’’ ‘* Shunk,’ 
and ** The Tariff of 1842.’’ Neither of the three, 
sir, would have got the vote of Pennsylvania wiih- 
out the last—the tariff of 1842. Much as we dis 
liked Mr. Clay, and sincerely attached as we 
were to the Democratic ae would have gone 
before we would have relinquished the tariff of Is42. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I conceive it is not very in- 
portant in discussions of this sort, whether an em 
nent individual, occupying a particular position, is 
always correctly reported as to any declarations 
he may have made. It is no matter what may be 
the meaning of such declaration, if the general im 
pression be produced by the blazonry and heraldry 
of flags, by popular names connected with popula 
measures, a particular effect is produced. And | 
suppose if I were to ask either of the honorable 
ventlemen from Pennsylvania—which i do not 
propose to do—whether they, in the various mect- 
ings which they attended, have not to their friends 
expressed often the opinion that the tariff of Isi2 
would be safe under the protection of those per- 
sons whom they chose to place at the head of the 
Government—I say if I were to ask that question, 
I take it for granted they would answer that they 
had held out such an opinion everywhere at all the 
assemblages which they attended; because I know 
their attachment to the tariff of 1842, and I know 
the instructions of their Legislature to secure that 
tariff, which instructions, I believe, are altogether 
concurrent with their own private opinions; and 
therefore I am quite persuaded that if they had had 
any notion that their efforts in the election of their 
successful candidates at that time would have re- 
sulted in the overthrow of the tariff of 1842, they 
would have forborne from these efforts. 

Mr. ALLEN then said: The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts has announced the arrival of the last 
steamer as a thing having some connexion with 
proceedings on a great question here. He appears 


on 


ne 


' 
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ty regard it as a most extraordinary circumstance 
that the telegraphic information which we have of 
‘ue Jast words of the British Minister upon his 
feat in the House of Commons had reference to 
the probabilities of American legislation. I could 
ame men upon this floor, sir, from whom such an 
yuncement would not have taken me by sur- 
ge, But when I come to consider the deep soli- 
de which, in the preceding part of this session, 
nd pending another great public measure, the arri- 
valof British steamers was looked for—and looked 
fr by the Senator from Massachusetts himself— 
| confess that T am a little amazed that the same 
wyner of arrival from the same country should 
sow startle him so much. Sir, we had the Oregon 
jyestion, Which involved the division of a part of 
s creat republic with Great Britain; and pend- 
ye that great question we were commanded from 
day to day to hold our breath until the British 
weamer announced the will and behests of Old | 
Pyeland in the matter. We were desired to look 
+» the arrival of British steamers, because it was 
apposed that the intelligence which they would | 
inne from England would have a direct bearing 
on the event of peace or war between the two 
countries; and because it was necessary that we 
sjould know what they were about in England, 
for fear that, in the absence of that knowledge, 
we might involve the country in a war, and break 
the concord that existed between the two nations. 
Rut now it seems that all of that ardent sympathy 
which superinduced such an overwrought desire 
maintain a good understanding with Great Brit- 
ain is surrendered. We were told that in the 
ryent of war between the two countries, we would 
otonly disturb the peace of the world, but inter- 
runt that harmonious intercourse between the two 
countries Which contributed so materially to their 
mutual advantage. But now, on another subject, 
‘ie arrival of a British steamer, bringing with it 
ihe announcement of the expectations of the Brit- 
ish Government, is given as a reason why the 
urse of American legislation should be arrested, | 
herause it may, perchance, prejudice the harmo- 
zing free trade which was announced to us a few | 
mihs ago as being so essential to the prosperity 
of the people of the country. 1 was never in love 
with British steamers, and never legislated by their 
arrival or departure. And I do not rise now for 
ie purpose of saying that the Senator from Mas- 
husetts is wrong in the intimation that we 
ould not shape our legislation to suit the views 
wd wishes of the British Cabinet. I do not say 
at he is wrong. I rise only for the purpose of 
wking the fact, that but a few months ago the 
vitor was In the habit of announcing the arrival 
of British steamers from a very opposite motive. 
Then we had a question about territorial boundary 
ponding. ‘Then we must pause to learn what in- 
ivence British steamers would bring, until some 
of the newspapers said we had better have our | 
essions on board the steamers, so that we could 
wre promptly shape our legislation according to 
the shiftings of British opinion. Sir, I believe 
iat in this matter, as in the other case, we ought 
act utterly irrespective of the legislation of | 
Creat Britain—that we ought to act only in refer- | 
rice to the general good of the great body of the 
\meriean people, taking no heed of what may be 
ud or done on the other side of the water, but 
cing uniformly in that spirit of independence in 
which our fathers acted when they declared their 
lependence, 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I—— 

Mr. BAGBY. I desire to know what is the 
lestion ? 

the PRESIDENT. It is a motion to print a 
wemorial presented by the Senator from Penn- 
‘yivania, for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BAGBY. Is that debatable ? 

Mr. WEBSTER. Certainly, sir. I was about 
“remark, Mr. President, when I was interrupted, 
‘iat, as far as I can understand the observations of | 
‘ie honorable member from Ohio, I must say that 
‘vey do not appear to be marked by that singular- 
'y strong logical deduction which generally char- 
‘erizes his arguments. The gentleman seems to 
“ippose that it is important—or that I deemed it 
‘portant by what means news of some magnitude 
“" Importance is brought to us from England— 
Whether it comes by steam, or whether it is tele- | 
eraphed from Boston. I should imagine that the || 
centleman would hardly suppose that its being || 
“espatched by telegraph was anything more than || 


nam 


ari 


} 
' 
j 
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, American question. 


| other country under heaven. 


stating the rapidity with which it was conveyed to 
us; and that the important thing was that, in the 
judgment of that distinguished man, the late first 
minister in England, the eyes of England are all 
turned at the present moment to the proceedings of 
Congress upon this tariff subject. Well, if that 
be so, it is because the people of England have 
an interest in that question. Now, sir, the honor- 
able member thinks that I received news respect- 
ing the Oregon matter by the steamer with a very 
different feeling. Undoubtedly I did. There was 
then a national question pending between us and 
England. England had one side of the question 
and we had the other; and as my own anxiety 
was for peace, | was of course desirous to know 
by every arrival whether the progress of opinion 
in England—the state of public opinion, and the 
sentiments of the British Government, so far as 
known—were such as we might expect a settle- 
ment of the controversy upon terms favorable to 
ourselves. That was an international matter. There 
were two sides toit. We could not make a treaty 
alone. 
arrival of every steamer with anxiety, because I 
wish for peace with England—honorable peace— 
permanent peace; because I anxiously looked 
to the moment when that state of things should 
exist between us and England that has not ex- 
isted before since the “stamp act’’—that is, a 
state of peace, and with no cause of quarrel; for 
from the time of passing the stamp act till the 
15th of June last, we have never been without the 
pendency of some cause of controversy with Eng- 
land. I wished to see the last of these matters | 
settled. I had the gratification of seeing it settled. 
I had the gratification of seeing the relations of the 
two countries placed upon a permanent basis of 
national friendship, peace, and harmonious inter- 
course. Now, is there any analogy between that 
case and my desire to know the feelings of the 
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I confess, therefore, that I awaited the | 
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reported back, without amendment, the (House) 
‘bill making appropriations for the support of 
volunteers and other troops authorized to be em- 
ployed in the proseeution of the war with Mexico, 
during the year ending the 30th of June, 1847,”’ 
and moved that the Senate proezed to its consid- 
eration immediately; which motion was agreed to, 

The bill therefore was considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved to amend the bill so 
as to provide for the payment of the ‘Tennessee 
volunteers under General Wool, called out in 
1836. 

After some conversation, the amendment was 
rejected, the bill was reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment, ordered toa third reading, and, 


by unanimous consent, read a third time, and 
rvassed, 


Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to procure a marble bust 
of John Rutledge, of South Carolina, late Chief 
Justice of the United States. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, the (LLouse) 
bill for the relief of Richard Hargrave Lee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported back, without amend - 
ment, the (House) bill for the relief of Amos 
Hunting. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported ** A bill to direct the sale of cer- 


‘tain lands in the State of Arkansas:;”? which was 


sritish Government and the British people in re- | 


, gard to this case, which is a question of domestic 


policy, in which we are bound to consider exclu- 

sively the interests of our own people, and in which 

England has no right to interfere?—for this is an 

1 will only say that it does 

seem to me that if some politicians in this country 

had had the opinions upon questions of American 

policy as aan quoted, commended, printed, and 

distributed, in England, as others of our public 

men have had theirs quoted, printed, and distribu- 

ted, I am of opinion that there would have been a 

prejudice excited against them by the general voice 

of the country as being in some sort submissive to 

British interests. [ don’t mean to say itis so. I 

don’t think it is so. I do not impute any such 

sentiments to any gentleman here or elsewhere; 

but I say my honorable colleague the other day 

wroved that this question was one of preference to 

Ne had between English labor and American labor, 

between English employment and American em- 

ployment. Well, then, I do say, that when in the 

pendency of such a question here within these 

walls, there comes such news from England, and 

a very contrary voice from Pennsylvania, and the 

laboring people of this country, itis an extraor- | 
dinary conjuncture of cireumstances; and I am 

sure the honorable member from Ohio will think | 
itisso. I repeat that I accuse nobody—far from 

it—of having any disposition to postpone the best 

interest of our own country to the interest of any 

jut 1 must speak 

of measures according to their character and ten- 
dency; and in questions between us and our great 
manufacturing rivals we cannot shut our eyes and 

ears to what we see and hear of the opinions of 
these rivals. I do not wish to pursue these obser- 
vations, which are somewhat irregular. Another 
more fitting opportunity will occur, 

Mr. SPEIGHT then moved that the further 
consideration of the subject be postponed until 
to-morrow, in order to resume the consideration 
of the treasury note bill. 

The PRESIDENT said that the question pend- 
ing was upon the printing the document. 


Mr. SEVIER wished to give it the same direc- | 


tion which the petition presented the other day by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts had received. 
Mr. WEBSTER. Certainly. 
The motion to print was then referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


i 


‘ 


read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, the 
House bills 

Mor the relief of the heirs of Thomas Kelly; 

For the relief of Solomon Russell; 

For the relief of Eli Merrill; 

For the relief of James Journey; and 

For the relief of Jose Carxillo. 

Mr. Y. also asked that said committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tions of Isabella Street, James B. Davenport, the 
heirs of Nicholas Barrow, Thomas Mullet, in be- 
half of Frarcis Lebeau, and others, and J. W.'Tay- 
lor, and others; which request was agreed to. 

[A message was received from the House of 
Representatives announcing that said House had 
passed sundry bills. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Michael 
Hansen, accompanied by a report; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, submitted an adverse report upon the pets 
tion of Benjamin L. Lucas. 

[A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States. | 


SALE OF MINFRAL LANDS. 


Mr. CASS rose and said that he had been pre- 
vented during the present week, by the pendency 
of other business, from calling up for action, the 
bill authorizing the sale of the mineral lands, in 
accordance with a notice heretofore given by him, 
and expressed the hope that the Senate would, on 
next Monday, after the transaction of the morning 
business, be ready to take up the bill referred to. 


THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. ALxen, came up for consideration: 

Resolved, That immediately after the pending 
special order shall have been disposed of, the bill to 
provide for the better organization of the Treasury, 
and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue, shall be the 
special order at twelve o’clock from day to day un- 
ul disposed of. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that he had no choice 
as to preference of business, but he hoped that the 
resolution would be modified by the Senator from 


| Okio so as to constitute a notice merely. Fle 
| (Mr. W.) knew of no precedent for such a resolu- 


tion. 

Mr. LEWIS observed that immediately after the 
treasury note bill shall be disposed of, he designed 
to call up the independent treasury bill each day 
immediately after the morning business had been 
disposed of. : 

Mr. ALLEN said that if such was the intention 


' of the chairman of the Committee on Finance, he 


Mr. LEWIS, from the Committce on Finance, |) did not desire the adoption of the resolution. 
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A motion to lay the resolution on the table was 
then made and agreed to. 

ISSUE OF TREASURY NOTES. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill authorizing the issue of 
treasury notes and a loan. The question pending 
being upon the amendment submitted by Mr. Ben- 
ron, striking out the following clause in the first 
section of the bill, viz: and in place of such of the 
same as may be redeemed, to cause others to be 
issued”? © 

Mr. NILES expressed his 
erally with the sentiments which had fallen from 
Senator from Missouri, when the bill was 
before the Senate yesterday. But it struck him 
~ we re notto he re-issue d, 


concurrence gene- 


the 


thatifthese treasury note 


Sorive a 


there was 
the ury 
49 that the be nett 
only y irtin 
tiscne thee 


Ii wa 


anger that they would all be paid 
hortly after they were issued, 
resulting from them would be 
temporary. No greater amount 
could, in any event, be issued. 
very Linportant that the bill should be passe d 


ito trea 
and 


fen 


teil 


without delay, and as he had no desire to embar- 
me is progre » he would vote awainst the amend- 
ment. 


It was calculated that the expenses of the war 
hefore the of the year would be twenty-five 
meet this, it was estimated by the 

Treasury that six millions would 
acerue from the reduc tion of the duties on INpPorts; 
mnd the 


end 
l'o 


secretary of the 


! 
rithion 


eraduation bill—if any bill under this name 

was expected to produce about half 
Then there was this bill, authorizing 
the issue of treasury notes, and a loan to the amount 
of ten millions Tlow was the deficiency to be 
supplied? As for the plan of raising additional 
revenue by reducing 


hould pas 


a million. 


the duties on imports, it was 

He had no faith in this cal- 

And suppose this experiment should 

he believed it would, there would be left at 

lle heheved 

that our financial affairs were much disposed to get 
avery sad condition, 


momere experiment, 
eulation, 


fiul, as 


the least ten millions unprovided for. 


We had had a little 
experience in the Florida war, and in the Black 
Hawk war, which should teach us the necessity of 
! iikin y ale quate provision to carry on our opera- 
tious. Ele would vote against the amendment. 
Mr. J.M. CLAYTON said, these treasury notes 
would all be absorbed at the custom houses. They 
are then to be re-issued, and after they shall have 
been re-l 


bhite 


sued, iy what manner is it proposed to 
redeem them? ‘There will be no funds in the treas- 
ury, and it can only be done by anticipating the 
The course of the Senator was consist- 
Bat, he: 
side stand, who would put us in debt without pro- 
viding the means to pay, at the end of the year, 
notes will fall due? It must be evident 
to all that we shall be in this condition. No tax 
was proposed for the purpose of redeeming these 
notes, 

It was a wise axiom of Mr. Jefferson: ** Never 
borrow mone V; Without at the same time laying a 
tax for the payment of the interest, as well ‘as the 
> ‘The Senator from 
Connecticut was willing to give the power to re- 


revenue. 


ent. isked, how do other Senators on that 


when thre 


principal, as it becomes due.’ 


issue these notes, but admits that there will be no 
means to redeem them. He had no desire to em- 
barrass the bill: but he would put i to ventlemen, 
if it was not in accordance with their own party 
principles, to provide a tax for the payment of 
these No intimation had been given of any 
intention to impose a tax for this purpose. And 
what will be the consequence? We shall be going 
on multiplying debt; and if the war should be of 
long duration, this ten millions will be increased 
ten-fold. Tle called on gentlemen to say how they 
proposed to pay these debts; whether by submit- 
ting at the next a scheme of taxation, or 
by authorizing a loan, or by a new issue of treas- 
ury notes? He should vote for the amendment, 
because the people will in this way be made better 
to understand the true situation of their affairs. 
Mr. EVANS did not concur with the Senator 
from Delaware in his views,and would vote against 
the amendment. 


notes, 


Session 


Gentlemen seemed to be under 


the impression that the debt might be increased, by 
This was 
Not any re-issues could have 
of increasing the debt; and if the notes 
are not re-issued they will come in in sixty or 
ninety days, and the ‘Treasury will be embarrassed. 
if the notes 


these re-tssues beyond the ten millions. 
an erroneous view. 


the etlect 


Experience has established this fact. 


are not to be re-issued, not a single note will be 
issued by the Secretary. He will resort to a loan 
as the best mode; and he (Mr. Evans) was op- 
posed to a loan, because it would draw eight or 
nine millions of gold and silver from the commer- 
cial cities of the North to transport for expenditure | 
inthe South. The effect of this would be to Jessen 
the amount of duties, to embarrass the revenue, and 
cripple the banks. Under such circumstances, on 
what terms do gentlemen think a loan can be ne- 
rotinted ? 

Mr. MILLER was opposed to the bill. Under 
a well-regulated system of finance he would not 
object to an issue of treasury notes. But it is 
now proposed to issue these notes without any 
provision to meet them when they fall due. This, 
however, may be got over at the next session. 
But itis proposed to reduce the revenue ten mil- 
lions, by the reduction of the tariff, and, at the 
same time, to borrow ten millions. This will 
make us worse off by twenty millions at the end of 
the year than we are now. What would be thought 
of an individual who would go into the market 
with his note for ten millions in one hand, and in 
the other a statement that his income was reduced 
ten millions, while his expenses were increasing ? 
[fe objected to the introduction of these measures, 
which were connected with the monstrous free- 
trade system which her necessities had forced Great 
Britain to adopt, and at which even the unterrified 
Democracy of Pennsylvania had become terrified. 
The new tariff, he believed, would not produce a 
revenue exceeding twenty millions, now that the 
friends of the Administration had stricken out the 
duties on tea and coffee. It was admitted by his 
friend from New York [Mr. Dix] that the ware- 
house bill was not likely to be productive of rev- 
enue for the first year. As to the graduation bill, 
its fate was at present very critical. He wished 
some one would inform the Senate—some one 
whose opinion would have influence on public sen- 
timent—how long the war was likely to continue. 
He thought it desirable also that the country should 
be enlightened as to the real object for which it 
was commenced. 

Mr. CALHOUN, after a few remarks in ex- 
planation and defence of the provisions of the bill, 
and in opposition to the views of the Senator from 
Missourt, in support of his amendment, said: I do 
not wish it to be understood that I have departed 
in the slightest degree from the opinion I expressed 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





duly 
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the largest body of ardent, patriotic, enteyyy; 
pri 


youth in the world, in proportion to our 
| tion—anxious to rush into war—of which 
had ample testimony. 


a 


Ve 


Thousands have 


ne 
} 


flo ke d ty 


your standard who could not be permitted ty \,.. 


« 


should remain, but who should go forth to dog 
the country. 


‘ome volunteers. The struggle was, not 


The responsibility is, to mect , 
expense; and I think no apology can be 
for the neglect in providing means to meet 


Who 


‘ 
I 


fi red 


expense by imposing a tax upon the two art 


| which I have named. 


I make this declaratioy ; 


free myself from any responsibility on aceoyy: 


that neglect. 


Ido trust that a bill will be intr 


duced before the end of the session, to impose { 


duty. 


It is due to the country as well as t 


| selves. 


in the early part of the session, that the very first | 


step in preparation for war was to establish a good 
system of finance. ‘The only proper way of meet- 
ing the expenses of a war is by taxation. That is 


at once the least burdensome and the most honest | 


method. But there is another and stronger reason: 
unless you resort to a good system of taxation, 
your borrowing must be upon the most usurious 
terms. If it shall turn out, when we meet here in 
December next, that our expenditures have creatly 
overrun the income and the loan, even the most 
prompt action will not enable the Government to 
borrow but ata very high rate. The only possi- 
ble excuse, in my opinion, for not having organ- 
ized, at this session, an adequate system of taxa- 
tion, are two: first, because we have got into the 
war suddenly and unexpectedly; and secondly, be- 


cause the impression has prevailed that the war | 


may be a very short one. 
turn out to be a short one; for if it be not a short 
war, it will prove a most expensive war; and, in 
proportion to its expense, it will prove one of the 
most onerous wars ever waged. The very fact, 
that the money has to be spent in another country, 
and upon the most distant frontier, will make a 


given amount of expenditure vastly more oppres- | 


sive than if the money were expended within our 
borders; and the truth of this will be felt, should 
the war unfortunately continue, which I hope it 
will not. 


But really, Mr. President, I can offer no | 


excuse why duties have not been laid on coffee | 


and tea. It was so clearly right—it was so evi- 


dently proper as a tax, even in peace—so preémi- | 


nently proper in time of war—that, in my opinion, 
no apology for not imposing that tax can be of- 
fered. The fact that we have not resorted to it, 


will be attributed to a motive, in my opinion, well | 
calculated to shake the credit of the nation, should || 


loans be necessary. It will be supposed that we 
are afraid to meet the moneyed responsibility of 
war—the only great responsibility of a country at 
war in modern times. There is no responsibility 
in getting men—in getting volunteers. We have 


Mr. WEBSTER expressed himself in 0 


tion to the amendment, because it was cal 
to defeat the main object of the bill, 
Mr. BENTON. 


going on this morning, I have taken the tro 


Db 


) ou 


rhe 
i} 


Wiated 


While the debate has be 


1) 
ihe 


look over the acts passed during the late war y 


Great Britain for the issue of treasury 
These acts were six in number, and they we 


first ever issued under the authority of this 


ernment—so slow were the founders of this G 


not 
Go 


ment to commence the business of issuing pap 
I have looked over the whole of these acts, » 


| not one of them contains a clause of re-issy 


every one of them contains a clause whi 


ment of the notes. 
rizes the funding of the notes; so that the w] 
the six acts first passed by Congress for the 


@: and 


ih this 


| bill does not—and that is, a provision for the pay 
The last of the six acts ; 


wWithio- 


idle of 


of treasury notes differed from this bill, first, jy 
the creat feature of not being re-issuable, and next, 


in the provision which is made for the payn 
the notes. 


The act of 1837 followed the old acts: 


but this departs from them all; and, in that resj» 
is condemned by the wisdom of our ancesio) 
| The clause in the bill, as it now stands, is i: 
| words: 
“That the President of the United States is hereby a 


thorized to cause treasury notes to be issued for su 


1 these 


chs 


or sums as the exigencies of the Government may require, 
and in place of such of the same as may be redeemed to 


cause others to be issued, but not exceeding the 


sum 


| #10,000,000 of this emission outstanding at any one | 
| and to be issued under the limitations and other pri 
| contained in the act entitled ‘An act to authorize the issu 


; act. 


of Treasury notes,’ approved the 12th of Octobe 


Wis 


r, 183i 


except that the authority hereby given to issue treasury | 


shall expire at the end of one year from the passay 


” 


The objectionable feature of this clause is 


of tis 


in t] 


words which authorize other notes to be issued in 


This is paying 


place of those redeemed. 
And why is 1 


with paper: it is banking. 


paper 


' ‘ 
L how, 


| for the first time, put into a treasury note I) 
| Admitting that a clause of re-issue was subse 
ly added to the act of 1837, by a supplementary 
act, yet that addition was so odious to th 
| money part of the Democracy that they reflsed 9 


| vote for it. 


I trust that the war may || 


supplied by the acquisition of others—by 


que 


te 
e hard 


The loss of their votes, however, was 


j 
uit 


i r Pros sat hank- 
quisition of all the votes of all the friends of bi 


ing, local and national. ‘This bill, departin 


all those of the late war, and also from the 


of 1837, authorizes a re-issue of notes; and 


g from 


1 


int 


respect makes an open and long step towarts 


national banking. 


| not in the clause, but it is the same thing. 


| notes are to be issued in place of the notes r 
/ed; and thus paper is paid with paper. 


| we 3ut gentlemen cons 


imitate the banks. 


| themselves with the proviso that no more t 


| not, 





millions shall be out at any one time. 
limitation on the amount to be issued. 


To be sure, the word re- 


issue IS 
Other 

ede enm- 

Int 


han tt 


That is 10 
The same 


note may be issued, or, what is the same thing, 


another one from the same plate may be 


ssued, 


and that times over, without limitation; and every 
time the substitute is issued, it creates a debt | 


same as the original, which must be paid. 


bill professes to ask for ten millions; by 
issue, or substituted issue, the ten millions 
issued many times over. t | 
bill, no one can tell how much he is voting. 
No one can. 
ask for more. Ask for all that is wanted, 
it openly and responsibly, 
sponsibly, as this re-issue clause will do it. 
in the war, and we will go through with it 
us see what we do—let us see the amount W 
vote. 
the supply which we vote to the treasury. 


This bill conceals from us the amoun 


The 
this re- 
may '* 


With this clause in the 


can 


If ten millions is not enous": 


and yet 


and notcovertly and irre- 


We are 
« but let 


hich we 


t of 


On 1s 
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oe itis ten millions: with the re-issue clause it 
yond be as many times ten millions, as the whole, 
Mey art, may be put out again. It is a delusion 
* ae ‘of the amount in circulation at one time: 
Oa aggregate of all the time that gives the 
mneastite of the vote, and the real amount which 
the bill authorizes. Gentlemen say the notes may 
turn promptly to the treasury in eee of 
(duties. Very good! they are received in place of 
money, and if not put out again, the cash will 
come for the duties the next time. You will get 
the money at the end of the year, if not at the be- 
inning. Dut, under this system of re-issue, it will 
be paper all the year round. Upon the same prin- 
ciple that the original note comes back immediately 
| payment of duties, the substitute will do the 
came; and thus the treasury will have nothing but 
paperinit, [tis the same as if an amount of notes 
were authorized equal to the whole amount of the 
revenue: in that ease the whole revenue would be 
paid in paper, and in the Government’s own paper; 
and the treasury would have nothing but dead 
janer in its coffers. Instead of unlimited issues of 
paper, they ought not only to be limited, but lim- 
ed to the lowest possible amount; and thus it was 
i) former times. The first treasury note bills 
were for only five millions; and when larger sums 
were authorized, it was as part of a loan, and only 
«» be resorted to after the loan had failed, and to 
the extent of the failure. But here we set out not 
only for a large issue of ten millions—itself double 
ihe amount of the first treasury note bill in the war 
with Great Britain—and unlimited at that time. 
The re-issue may make it double ten, and it will 
only be after all the issues and re-issues are over, 
and the whole added together, that we shall know 
iheamount which this bill authorizes. Tam against 
such indefinite legislation. Tam against vague, un- 
nited authority to create debt. Tam against con- 
verting all our revenue into paper, and that paper 
our own. Lobject to bank paper, and to federal 
paper just as much, or more. Mr. President, this 
weasury-note bill is every way objectionable to 
me—in its detail, for the re-issue feature—in its 
policy, for coming so early in the war with Mexi- 
eo, and without laying the proper taxes, and with- 
out waiting for the issue of loans. A solid system 
of finance ean only be bottomed on taxation; loans 
re only justifiable when taxes cannot be gathered 
ii time, or in sufficient amount. As for treasury 
notes, they are the last thing to be resorted to, and 
iat in the uttermost extremity; but now they are 
ile first. They are a facile, seductive, insidious, 
ruinous mode of getting into debt, and throwing 
burdens upon posterity, and I abhor them. With 
great difficulty I could be brought to vote for the 
hill in its best form; but with the clause of re-issue, 
its impossible for me to touch it. 
Mr. PENNYBACKER spoke briefly against 
the ee but was not distinctly audible in 
the gallery. 


were called for, and as he intended voting for the | 


wnendment of the Senator from Missouri, he con- || 


sidered it due to himself to give the reasons for his 
vole. ‘The provision authorizing the re-issue of 


‘we treasury notes he regarded as turning the treas- || vide revenue from imports, and to change and 


wy Into a sort of Federal bank; true, without the | 


power of discount, but liable to all the vices of 
tanks, and even some that the State corporations 


would probably please the brokers and fundmon- 
gers, but he should vote against the bill, if it was 
retained, 

Mr. DAYTON then rose— 

Mr. LEWIS remarked that the hour for taking 
up the special order had now arrived. 

Mr. DAYTON called the Senator from Alabama 
to order. 

Mr. LEWIS said he had a right to move the 
special order. 

Mr. DAYTON. 
the floor. 
amendment. 

Mr. YULEE submitted an amendment to the 
bill, imposing a tax of twenty per cent. upon tea 
and coffee, the proceeds of said tax to be appro- 
priated to the payment of the treasury notes issued 
under authority of the bill. 

Mr. BAGBY was in favor of the amendment, 
not on the ground maintained by the Senator from 
Missouri, that the re-issue would increase the 
amount, but because otherwise the precise amount 
that was out would not be known; and, secondly, 
because it struck against a principle in opposition 
to which he and his friends had always contend- 
ed; he did not wish any banking—much less 
treasury banking. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. R. JOHN- 
SON and ALLEN, 

Mr. LEWIS expressed the hope that the Sen- 
ator from Florida [Mr. Yutee)] would not press 
his amendment, as it would only serve to embar- 
rass the bill. 

Mr. YULEEF replied that he had no desire to 
embarrass the bill, and would therefore withdraw 
the amendment, hoping, however, that a bill to 
the same end would be introduced and passed. 

No further amendment being offered, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third 
reading, and, by unanimous consent, read a third 
time and passed, without a division, in the precise 


Not while he (Mr. D.) had 
Mr. D. then briefly supported the 


| form in which it was received from the House of 


tepresentatives. 
THE TARIFF. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order—the bill reducing duties on 


| imports and for other purposes. 


Mr. R. JOHNSON addressed the Senate in op- 
position to the bill, ina speech which occupied 


| three hours. 


had not. This authority to re-issue would afford || 
laciiues for frauds and confuse the public accounts 


and business, Again: the issuing of treasury notes 

“as one form of obtaining credit by the Govern- 

nent—was but a mode of borrowing. 

wlowed ten millions to be issued. 

hat 

lace 
he 
! 


process, in fact, made the loan equivalent to 
‘ioan of twice or thrice ten millions. 


Mr. W. 


Cau 


| se could embarrass the Government before 
‘Xt session, But little more than three months 


This bill | 
Each time these | 
es were re-issued, a renewal of the loan took | 
'; It was anew loan or credit of ten millions. | 


suid he could not believe the striking out of this | 


nist elapse before Congress met again. In the | 


ae time the treasury had the balance on hand, 
“© current accruing revenue, and the power to 
— to direct loans, and then the ten millions of 

“sury notes. Surely these will be ample re- 


i Dee : : anaih | 
urces; but if not, give fifteen or twenty millions || 


ae notes; but do not turn the treasury into 
* bank of cireulation—into a manufactory of a 
Paper currency, which ma 


ten millions. “Mr. W. said he believed the bill all 


be always kept up to | 


suffici Re ° . 
‘eient without the clause ofre-issue. This clause . 


Then, on motion, at five o’clock, 
The Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, July 18, 1846. 


Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, reported a bill 
to authorize attachments on mesne process in the 





ry, || county of Washington, in the District of Colum- 
Mr. WESTCOTT said, as the yeas and nays | 


bia, and for other purposes. Read and committed. 
SENATE BILLS. 


Sundry bills from the Senate were received. 
A bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to pro- 


modify existing laws imposing duties on imports, 
and for other purposes.’’ Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

A bill granting a pension to John Clark. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of William B. Keene. Re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


A bill for the relief of Edward Bolon. 
to the Committee of Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Cocker Simp- 
son, deceased. Referred to the Committee on Rev- 


Leferred 


| olutionary Claims. 


A bill for the relief of Henry H. Marsh, of 
Michigan. Referred to the Committee on the 


| Public Lands. 


A bill for the relief of Alexis Ayot. 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
The bill granting a pension to William Poole, 


Referred 


which was under consideration yesterday at the | 


adjournment, was taken up and ms 

The bill to provide for the « 
edition of the laws of the United States published 
by Little & Brown, under the provisions of the res- 
olution of Congress of the 3d of March, 1845, re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole House 


istribution of the 
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on the 5th June last, was taken up, read the third 
time, and passed. 

The bill to authorize the Trustees of Tymochtee 
township, Wyandot county, Ohio, to select lands 
for schools within the Wyandot cession; and the 
bill to authorize the inhabitants of township one of 
range thirteen east, Seneca county, Ohio, to relin- 
quish certain lands selected for schools, and to ob- 
tain others in heu of them, were severally read the 
third time and passed. 

The ELouse resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on private bills, (Mr. 'T. B. Kine in the 
chair.) 

Mr. BRODHEAD said that, in consequence of 
the near approach of the period for the close of the 
session of Congress, it was more than probable 
that the private bills which originated in this 
House, if now taken up, passed, and sent to the 
Senate, would not, and could not, be acted upon 
in that body before the adjournment; in which case 
they would stand in a much worse condition than 
if suffered to remain here, and be taken up at the 
commencement of the next session, and then pass- 
ed and sent to the Senate. He would therefore 
suggest that the bills of this House be passed over, 
and such bills only be acted on as have already 
vassed the Senate. 

Mr. DANIEL said he thoueht that such bills of 
this House as should be taken up and passed to 
day would get to the Senate in sufheient time to be 
acted upon in that body. As to the bills which 
had originated in the Senate, and which had passed 
there and been sent here, there was plenty of ume 
to take them up. They were few in number, and 
by the rules of the House they would take prece- 
dence on the three last days of the session. He 
did not, therefore, agree to the suggestion of the 
rentleman from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. THURMAN made an unsuccessful attempt 
to get up the bill to organize a board of commis- 
stoners to adjudicate and settle claims against the 
Government; but it was found to be in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and could 
not, therefore, be considered in this committee. 

Mr. McCLELLAND demanded, asa matter of 
right and order, unless overruled by a vote of two- 
thirds, that the calendar be proceeded with in reg- 
ular order. 

The first bill in regular order was the bill to pro- 
vide a free bridge across the Eastern Branch of 
the river Potomac, in Washington. It was read; 
when— 

Mr. BOYD objected to the consideration of the 
bill on this day, being a day which, by the rules, 
is set aside for private bills exclusively; and con- 
tended that this was not a private bill within the 
spirit and meaning of the rule. 

The CHAIR ruled that the bill could be aeted 
upon to-day. 

Mr. FOSTER moved to add to the bill the fol- 
lowing section: 

“And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to purchase one of the said 
bridges, according to the aforesaid provisions, if both of sard 
bridges cannot be purehased upon such terms as to bin may 
seem reasonable and just.” 


Mr. CHAPMAN, of Maryland, explained the 
grounds on which the bill was founded, and ad- 
vocated its passage in an animated, forcible, and 
eloquent speech. 

A motion was made by Mr. RATHBUN, that 
the bill be reported to the House, with a reeom- 


_mendation that it do not pass. 


On this a debate arose, in which Messrs. RA'TH- 
BUN, JONES of Tennessee, and EWING of 
Pennsylvania, opposed the bill; and Messrs. 
PAYNE, and CHAPMAN of Maryland, advo- 
cated it. After the debate closed— 

The amendment of Mr. Foster was rejected. 

' And the question was taken on the motion of 
Mr. Ratueen that the bill be reported with a re- 
commendation that it be rejected; and passed in 
the affirmative. 

The bill for the relief of Francis Martin; 

The bill for the relief of Silas Waterman; 

The bill for the relief of Elisha H. Holmes; 

The bill for the relief of Gregory Thomas and 
others; were severally taken up, read, considered, 
and ordered to be reported to the House for pas- 
sage. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Ful- 
ton, the great steamboat inventor, was taken up 
and read, as was also the report of the committee 


/on Naval Affairs, containing a full exposition of 


the history, merits, and misfortunes of the claim. 
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This case was debated at length, and was sup- 
ported by Messrs. STROHM, JOSEPH R. IN- 
GERSOLL, ROCKWELL of Connecticut, and 
J. @. ADAMS; and opposed by Messrs. DAN- 
LEL, and McDOWELL of Ohio. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to amend the bill 
by reducing the amount proposed to be paid from 
476,300 to $16,300. His reason for proposing this 
amendment was, that he rejected the $60,000 for 
the invention of the steam battery, &c. It was 
rejected—A yes 48, noes 78. 

Mr. GORDON moved to amend the bill by stri- 
king out &76,300, and inserting 820,000. 

Mr. HUDSON said that the committee having 
refused to strike out the $76,300 and to insert 416,- 
300, it was, by the parliame ntary law, equivalent 
to an adoption of the $76,300, and that, therefore, 
the motion was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point raised by 
Mr. Hlupson. 

Mr. TIBBATTS said such he admitted to be 
the parliamentary law, but then there was an ex- 
press rule of the Llouse which recognised motions 
to strike out and insert without limit. 

Vir. GORDON appealed from the decision of the 
( iiuir. 

And the question being put, the Chair was over- 
ruled Aves 35, noes 91. 

Mr. GORDON then modified his amendment so 
as to insert $40,000. 

‘The debate was resumed by Mr. GORDON, 
who opposed the bill on the ground of a bona fide 
claim except to about $16,300, but was willing, 
under the peculiar cireumstances of the case, and 
the merits of Mr. Fulton, to grant the sum men- 
tioned mm his amendment, which would be about 
equal to an allowance of imterest on the amount 
that eemed to be due. 

‘The bill was further supported by Mr. MORSE 
and Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL, and opposed by Mr. 
BOWLIN. 

On the question to agree to Mr. Gorpon’s amend- 
ment there were ayes 58, noes 72. So it was rejected, 

A\nid the que sLion Was taken ona motion of Mr. 
Rarupun to report the bill, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass; and it was lost—Ayes 43, 
noes 77. 

‘The commitiee then rose and reported the bills 
acted pon. 

The bill for a free bridge across the Eastern 
Branch of the Potomac was laid on the table. 

And the bill for the reliefof the heirs of Robert 
Fulton, deceased, was taken up. 

The veas and nays were taken on ordering it to 
a third reading; and it was carried by the following 
vote: 

VY RAS— Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 
Ashinun, Barringer, James A. Black, Blanchard, Brodhead, 
Buttington, William W. Campbell, John G. Chapman, Col 
lamer. Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Dargan, Garrett Davis, 
Diflingham, Dixon, Doekery, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, J. 
H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foster, Gentry, Goodyear, 
Grader, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Hiliiard, BE. B. Holmes, 
lanac BE. Holmes, John W. Houston, 8. D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, 
'Thes. B. King, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, Long, Maclay, Me 
Clean, MeCrate, James MeDowell, MeGaughey, Mellenry, 
Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Morse, Moseley, Owen, Parrish, 
Pillsbury, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, J. A] Rockwell, Root, 
tunk, Sawtelle, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Alexander 
1D). Sima, Truman South, C. B. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, 
Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Thomasson, Benjamin Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, ‘Toombs, Trumbo, Vanee, Vinton, 
Wentworth, White, Wilmot, Wright, Young, and Yost—99, 

NAYS—Mesars. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Bell, Ben- 
ton, Biggs, James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhott, Wil 
liu G. Brown, Bart, Reuben Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, 
Cocke, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, De Mott, Dobbin, 
Erdman, Faran, Fieklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gordon, Gra 
ham. Grover, Hamlin, Hentev, Hoge, Hough, George 8. 
Houston, James B, Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James H. John- 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, P. King, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, MeCletland, Joseph J. McDowell, McKay, Bark 
lev Martin, Morris, Norris, Payne, Phelps, Reid, Relte, Rit 
ter, Sawyer, Scammon, Leonard H. Sims, Starkweather, 
St. John, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 'Tibbatis, Tredway, 
Wheaton, Wick, and Williams—7. 

The bill was then read the third time, and passed 
without further opposition. 

And, to clinch its passage, Mr. J. R. INGER- 
SOLL moved to reconsider the vote. 

And the question being put, the House refused 
to reconsider. 

And so the bill stands passed. 

And the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, July 20, 1846. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- \' 
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sentatives were read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, viz: 

An act for the relief of Wm. B. Lang. 

An act for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Herald, of Baltimore. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Curwen, surviv- 
ing partner of Willing & Curwen. 

The following House bills were read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims, viz: 

An act for the relief of Phineas Capen, adminis- 
trator of John Cox, deceased, of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 

An act for the relief of David Thomas, of the 
city of Philadelphia. 

An act for the relief of Elisha F. Richards. 

The House bills with the following titles were 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, viz: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Ruddle. 

An act authorizing the Trustees of Tymochtee 
township, Wyandott county, Ohio, to select lands 
for schools within the Wyandot reserve. 

An act authorizing the inhabitants of township 
one, of range thirteen east, Seneca county, Ohio, 
to relinquish certain lands selected for schools, and 
to obtain others in lieu thereof. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Richard C. Allen, deceased. 

An act for the relief of John Milsted, of Escam- 
bia county, Florida. 

The followme entitled bills from the House of 

tepresentatives, were read twice and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions, viz: 

An act for the relief of William Pool. 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Allen. 

An act for the relief of Aquila Goodwin. 


The (House) bill providing for the distribution | 
of the laws and treaties of the United States, pub- | 


lished by Little & Brown, under the provisions of 
the resolution of Congress, approved March 3, 
IR45, and for other purposes, was read; when 

Mr. BENTON moved that its further considera- 
tion be postponed indefinitely, and submitted a few 
remarks in deprecation of this practice of publish- 
ing books by Congress for distribution among them- 
selves, ' , 

After a conversation between Senators CASS, 
ALLEN, BERRIEN, and others, 

Mr. BENTON withdrew his motion to postpone 
indefinitely, and the subject was laid over until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial, numer- 
ously signed by colliers, iron miners, and man- 
ufacturers of Richmond, Virginia, praying that the 
duties on foreign iron and coal may not be reduced; 
the motion to print which was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a me- 
morial of Samuel and Philip 'T. Ellicott, manufac- 
turers of chemicals, praying that crade brimstone 
and saltpetre may continue to be admitted free of 


duty; a motion to print which was referred to the 


Committee on Printing. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of the 
Select and Common Councils of the city of Philadel- 
phia, praying that an appropriation may be made 
for the construction of a dry-dock at that place; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. C, also presented a memorial of the Board 
of Wardens of the port of Philadelphia, praying 
the construction of a dry-dock at the same place ; 
which took a similar reference. 


Mr. GREENE presented several resolutions, | 


passed by the General Assembly of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations, declaring that the 


thanks of the American people are due to General | 


Taylor and his army for the victories of the 8th 
and 9th of May, expressing their sympathies for 
the friends and families of those who were killed 
or wounded, and recommending that provision be 
made for their support; which were ordered to be 
printed, 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, announcing the action of said House 
on the Senate amendments to the army appropria- 
tion bill. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs, asked that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 


the Cherokee Indians residing in North Carolina; | 


which was agreed to. 


a bill for the relief of Seneca S. S 


ures. 


July 20, 


Mr. 8. also, from the same committee 


| » reported 
Immons; which 
was read, and passed to the second readine 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on India, 
Affairs, reported without amendment the (Hous: 
bill for the relief of the heirs and legal r present - 
tives of Cyrus Turner. , 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on India 
Affairs, asked that said committee be discharced 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Thomas L, Kideger, in behalf of the Apalachicola 
Indians; which was agreed to. 

Mr. J. also asked that said committee be dic. 
charged from the further consideration of the pet; 
tion of Benjamin Crawford; which was agreed to 

Mr. J. further asked that said committee be dis. 
charged from the petition of C. M. Hitehcock, ex- 
ecutor of A. R. S. Hunter; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported without amendment the (House) 
bill to grant the right of preémption to actual set- 
tlers on the lands acquired by treaty from the Mj 
ami Indians in Indiana. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the amendments of the House of 
tepresentatives to the bill to graduate and reduce 
the price of the publie lands, and for other pur 
poses, reported it with amendments; which were 


| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported that he had been instructed by 
said committee to move the Senate to take up the 
bill for the admission of Iowa into the Union. 


THE SUB-TREASURY BILL. 


: a LEWIS moved to take up the sub-treasury 
rill. 

Mr. EVANS objected. He hoped that that hil! 
would not be taken up thus unexpectedly. It was 
always usual to give notice of such bills. 

Mr. LEWIS said he had given notice informal- 
ly some days since. 

Mr. EVANS was willing to allow the Senato; 


from Alabama the opportunity, if he desired it, of 


giving an exposition of the bill. But he repeated 
the hope that it would not be attempted to take i: 
up now for consideration. 

Mr. LEWIS said, in reply, that the bill had 
been on the table for several weeks, and there had 
been ample opportunity for examining it. There 
was a good deal of anxiety felt on this side of thy 
House that the bill should be taken up and dis- 
posed of, 

Mr. CASS was in favor of the bill, but he ob 
jected to its being taken up now. It was an im 
portant measure, to be sure, but there were others 
of equal importance on the table—such as the river 
and harbor bill, which he wished to see taken up. 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays, whicli 
were taken, with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 
Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, Fair 
field, Haywood, Lewis, McDuttie, Niles, Pennybacker, 8 
vier, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Barrow, Berrien, 
Cass, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson ot 
Maryland, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, 
Rusk, Semple, Simmons, Speight, Uphain, and Webster—0". 


So the bill was not taken up. 
THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL 


Mr. DIX then moved to take up the river and 
harbor bill. 

Mr. BAGBY objected. He was opposed to the 
bill in principle, and with a view to record his vote, 
asked for the yeas and nays on the question; 2nd 
they were ordered accordingly. 

Mr. DIX stated that this was a bill of the Hous: 
of Representatives, which had been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and which made appro- 
priations for works now in progress. It had been 
awaiting the action of the Senate a long time, but 
had been deferred in soneounenes of the war meas- 
He hoped it would be taken up. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the ques- 
tion, with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Ben 
ton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, J. M. ¢ lay 
ton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Day 
ton, Dickinson, Dix, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Hunting 
ton, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Marylan< , 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, mts Semple, Pevier, 
Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, and Webster—):- 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Chalmers, Cilley, 
Evans, Fairfield, Haywood, Lewis, Mangum, Niles, Peuny- 


' backer, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—14. 
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gy the Senate took up the bill, and as in commit- i} 
. of the whole proceeded to the consideration of | 
‘s “amendments reported by the Committee on | 
Commerce to whom the bill had been referred. 

\fter a desultory and conversational debate, two 
of the amendments were adopted; and the further 
oonsideration of the bill was then postponed until 
t morrow. 


THE TARIFF. 


The Senate then, as in committee of the whole, 
_eeeded to the consideration of the tariff bill. 
‘vr, NILES spoke in opposition to the bill. Af- 
ea few general introductory remarks, he remark- 
»| that he would first say a few words on the 
lative merits of the tariff of 1842 and the bill. | 
The act of 1842 had never been an object of assault | 
oy the part of the Democracy of the North. On the | 
contrary, it was the object of defence. Certain de- | 
wils had been objected to—some of its provisions 
jad been regarded as discriminating unjustly; but 
these objections had been urged chiefly for the pur- 
pose of meeting the extravagant pretensions in its 
{vor setup on the other side. The uniformity 
and stability of the operation of the law was with- 
out parallel. He then spoke of the new bill as an 
administration measure. Asa friend of that Ad- | 
muistration, he profoundly regretted the introduc- 
rion of the bill, and as a friend of the Administra. | 
sion he would vote against it. He would use the 
jneuage of Edmund Burke, who on one occasion 
remarked, in justification of his opposition to a 
measure of the Minister, that he “ was supporting | 
his lordship’s interests against his lordship’s 
opinions.’’ Ele then proceeded to state his objec- 
tons to the bill. First, he objected to it on the 
cround of its introduction at the present time, when 
ie nation was Involved in the expenses of a war. 
Next he objected to the manner in which the bill 
jad been prepared and introduced. There was 
something novel even in that. If it passed it would 
jass against the judgment of a majority of the 
senate. A sort of special Congress—a very small 
Congress—a supplement of Congress, composed 
of subordinate custom-house officers, had been con- || 
vened for the purpose of arranging the details of 
the bill. He had gone to the room of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means of the other House in | 
order to attend to some business of his constitu- | 
ents, and there found that it had been taken pos- | 
session of by these custom-house officers, who very | 
politely told him that they would look into his | 
wusiness. He complained of such a mode of man- 
ufacturing the bill—a bill full of strange crudities 
and conflicting provisions and principles. 

He then went on to speak of the principles of 
the bill, It was the mere creature of the theory || 
in the Secretary of the Treasury—a theory chad. 
ed on the old exploded philosophy of putting forth 
categories and bringing your facts within them. | 
It was destitute of the principle of incidental pro- | 
tection, which he would not allow to slip through | 

| 


his fingers by any hocus-pocus, lezerdemain, treas- | 
ury management, or any other sort of management. 
Ail these themes and abstractions he held in utter |) 
rontempt. He had no respect for them. He || 
would frame a tariff law, as he would any other | 
law, on the principles of common sense. He | 
would look to the effect of the law, not only on | 
the treasury, but its effect incidentally, collaterally, | 
every way. He would make it productive of rev- 
tiue,and at the same time as little burdensome 
andas highly beneficial to all the interests of the 
‘ountry as possible. The ad valorem principle | 
Was another new one, and he wished to know why | 
Was so pertinaciously adhered to? Was there 
any other reason, except it was the favorite ab- 
straction of somebody, though universal common 
‘ese revolted against it? He showed the bad and 
“ppressive operation of the ad valorem scheme, 
lstaneing the articles of iron and molasses. A 
steady and safe principle was wanted. He then 
eilered on an examination of the details of the 
bill. He contended that the great woollen inter- 
*s'—soon to be far greater than the cotton—was 
hot sufficiently cared for. A consignment of 
iity thousand ‘pounds of wool from Chicago was | 
sold the other day to the proprietor of a carpet fac- | 
ory in one of the eastern States. Wool was here- || 
aller to be the great staple of the northwestern 
States. Ten millions of wool was consumed an- 
hually in his State. Such was the great and grow- |, 
ing mMterest—he would not say, sacrificed—but || 
certainly not sufficiently cared for by the bill. The ! 
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manufacture of ready-made clothing, which afford- 
ed employment to so many thousands of poor fe- 
males, was left entirely unprotected. Manufactures 
of iron received Lrish protection—protection down- 
wards. He described the legislation of Great Brit- 
ain, with respect to the iron manufacturers, w hich 
enabled the British manufacturer to undersell the 
American. The British manufacturer got his 
Swedish iron free of duty—the American paid 
30 per cent. for it. But Great Britain legislated on 
principles of common sense, not on theories and 
abstractions. Such was the way in which they 
treated the laborers engaged in the manufacture 
of iron. Well, they might not have much logic, 
but they had nerves, and when they felt, they 
would make themselves heard. He then spoke of 
the duties on paper. He was a paper-manufae- 
turer himself; and though it had been said that all 
manufacturers got everlastingly rich, yet he could 
only say for himself that he had got almost ever- 
lastingly poor. The bill, he arrued, would have 
a most injurious effect upon this interest, inclu- 
ding the book interest also. He stigmatized the 
folly and blindness of taxing the raw material, 
and went on to describe the injurious operation of 
the bill on the silk interest. He was contending, 
he said, for the interests of the free labor of the 
country. He was contending for the principle of 
the createst good to the greatest number. He be- 
lieved that was democracy. At all events it was 
sound legislation. He then proceeded to speak of 
the bill as a financial measure. He alleged that 
there would be a very large diminution of impor- 
tations. The prudent and sensible men engaged 
in commerce would suspend and curtail their oper- 
ations. Then he spoke of the general policy of 
the bill. The design of the bill was to attempt by 
legislation to change the course of the industry of 
the country. Could they dare to do that? In 
order to do what? He would not say to benefit 
slave labor. He was there to defend free labor, 
which was menaced by the bill. The policy at- 
tempted was to stimulate the exportation of the 
staples of the country, and the returns of importa- 
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tions, at the expense of all the domestic industry | 


of the country. 
society back to the primitive ages—to confine hu- 
man labor to the production only of the fruits of 
the earth. Was that possible? He was convinced 
that it was not. Even if wise, if consistent with 
the intelligence of the age, would it be just thus to 


It seemed to be intended to bring | 


sacrifice the interests which had grown up and | 


taken deep root in the country, which demanded 
protection and which would have it? All history 
proved that no nation could be great and flourish 


ing without the cultivation of the arts, employing | 


all the industry of the country. 


It was the result | 


of such accumulated and diversified industry that | 
had made England and France what they were, | 


and which even now gave such promise of future 
greatness to this country. But if the bill passed, 
all that promise was nipped in the bud. It would 


be equivalent to an act of general confiscation. In| 


| describing the disastrous effects of the repeal of 


the act of 1842, he said that the only parallel to it 


to be found in history was the repeal of the Edict | 


of Nantz. The reason urged why England should 
pursue such a course, is an argument why we 
should not pursue it. Her interests are in conflict 
with ours. What if she has reduced some of her 
duties ? 
England never indulges in 
experiments and theoretical speculations. She 
goes on known facts. 


to modify. But she is not uprooting. 


It is generally upon such articles as com- | 
| pose her export trade. 


She is modifying; weought | 
Her legisla- | 


tion is always based on knowledge, not on theo- | 


is to increase its exports, not its imports. 


| retical speculations. The true policy of our country | 
Mr. N. | 
here read a table, showing that we import more 
| largely from England than any country in Europe, 


roportionally resembling, in this respect, one of | 


ner colonies. 


The times of our greatest commer- | 
_cial difficulties were times of large importations. 


In these times everything was ata stand; grass | 


of death had been thrown over us. 


| grew in the streets; everything looked as if the pall | 
Why, then, | 


are attempts made now to stimulate importations? | 


Examples are numerous to show that we need no 
stimulus to inerease importation. Our imports too 
frequently overrun our exports. England—as seen 


by a table to which he referred—always sees that | 
her exports are as great, and generally greater, 


than her imports—in some periods nearly double. 
He felt it his duty to say something on the po- 
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litical aspect of the question, The party to which 
he belonged had tried to make it their party meas- 
ure. If so, it must be founded on that party’s 
principles. Are the principles of this bill Demo. 
cratic principles? He was obliged to use these 
names. He always believed it wrong to connect 
this question with the politics of the country. It 
was wrong to endanger this measure—to have it 
sink or rise by the rise or fall of parties. It is 
unwise to tie it to party; but if it is to be made 
a party question, we must see whether it is in 
accordance with the party’s principles. The prin- 
ciple of this bill has a strong southern squint—a 
squinting towards cotton and tobacco. As a 
northern man, he must look to the known feelings 
of his constituents on this question. He believed 
this bill entirely different from the principles of 
Democracy. A great body of the Democracy be- 

lieve in discrimination for protection. A. strong 
body of the Democracy had written to him just after 
his election, anxiously asking whether he would 
desert them. He replied, he would not; and he 
would stand upon the record. Are we to be rob 

bed of our principles by agreeing with the Secre- 
tary that there can be no discrimination for protec 

tion? May we not find ourselves arrayed against 
our own people? He considered this bill hostile 
to the Democracy of his State, and to the Demoe- 
racy of the North generally. He had eone as far 
as any man could with a safe conscience. Some 
miecht think that he had sometimes gone too far; 
however, he thought he had gone as far any man 
could safely go; but there wasa limit beyond which 
he would not co. There was an adage at the North 
—homely but full of meaning—* Letevery tub stand 
on its own bottom;’’ but when northern tubs stand 
on southern bottoms, they don’t stand very steady, 
Not long since we had a public man who had 
accommodated his northern principles to southern 
men, so much that he had been ealled a northern 
man with southern principles. However this 
might be, the South prevented him from running 
again. The South, whether they had the Presi- 
dent or not, always had the central paper, to man- 
ufacture public opinion—to manufacture Demo 

cratic sentiment. It is said that there is an at- 
tempt now made to manufacture public opinion. 
It is said that this is the great measure of the age. 
And we are called upon, for this, to sacrifice the 
interests of our constituents. It appears that we 
must be still hewers of wood and drawers of water 
to England, and this is the great measure of the 
ave! But we must maintain our own principles 
at the North. This bill will not obtain the moral 
sanction of the community. If passed, it cannot 
stand long. It will throw a doubt over everything. 
The measure was in the hands of his friends all 
around him. He was embarked in the same 
ship with them. Ifthe pilot errs, and the ship is 
driven on the breakers, all must go down together. 
Though he looked upon this as a fatal measure, 
yet, if they voted for it, and the ship is run upen 
the breakers, he would not desert the ship. Fle 
would go down with them; but he would have a 
consolation which they could not have. He had 
raised a timely voice, and he had stretched out a 
timely hand, to arrest the calamity. He had done 
what he could—what was his duty. He had raised 
his voice early, when he found out the extraordi- 
nary course to be pursued by his friends. That 
voice had been heard throughout the country. If 
that voice could only arrest this measure, he would 
feel that his public life had not been altogether un- 


productive of good. It would be more productive of 


3ut whether he succeeded in arresting it or not, he 


felt it to be his duty to state that there was at least 
one on his side of the Chamber who could not be 
whipped in to support any such measure. Why 
is this bill pressed under existing circumstances ? 
He had asked his friends again and again why such 
a measure was pressed at such a time as this. No 
reason had been, and none could be, given. He 
hoped it would not be pressed through at sucha 
time as this. It should be passed over to the next 
Congress. Let the people have a chance to pro- 
nounce judgment upon it. They had not had that 
opportunity. Now that it has been brought before 
them, let them decide. He considered himself 
bound by the people of his State to vote against it. 
He had denied the right of instruction; but here 
are instructions, (pointing to a book before him 


Food to the country than he ever expected it to be. 


/ containing some statistics of Connectieut;) to these 


instructions he would adhere. They were the 


es 


dye 20 





ns 
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record of the interests of the industry of his State. | 


Jn this hour the people of his State expected him 
to stand by them, and he would not fail. He would 
appeal to the southerners, even, around him—to 
their sense of justice and candor, This measure 
mav be for your benefit; but, like the frogs in the 
fable, though it may be sport for you, itis death 
for our constituents. He would appeal to southern 
gentlemen whether they will press a measure upon 
the North so unjust and so unequal. Thus ap- 
pealing, he would leave it with them, prepared to 
abide the issne, whatever it may be. lle would 
have the consolation that he had done his duty. 
lie wanted no sectional measures for the benefit of 
his constituents. It had been said that the protec- 
tive policy was a sectional measure. He did not 
so consider it; but even if it had been so, do not 
remedy one evil by committing another. Will you 
rete dy one wrong by committing a creater w rong? 
If this measure becomes a law, the damage will 
not only be serious, but in will take long, long years 
to repair the injures Which it will inflict upon the 
eountry,. 

Mr. NILES having taken his’seat, after a short 
MINING, 

Mr. Mé REHEAD moved that the Senate £o 
into Exeeutive session, which was afterwards 
modified to a motion to adjourn, 

"The Senate according! y adjourned tll to-morrow 
at ten o’clock. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpnay, July 20, 1846. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- 
prove d. . 

The SPEAKER announced the sy cial order of 
the day, beine the consideration of the re port of 
the seleet committee on the subject of the public 
pruvung, 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 
Mr. THOMAS B. KING asked and obtained 


leave to make a personal explanation. He said: 
Mr. Speaker: It will be recollected that when 
the vote was taken on the passage of the tariff bill, 
Iwas absent from the House. I perceive this cir- 
eumstance has been seized upon by some of the 
Administration papers of the country, and the im- 
pression attempted to be made that I dodged the 
vote. Now, sir, | beg leave to say that | am not 
in the habit of * dodging”’ any question. Having 
heen quite unwell for some days, I left the city for 
the double purpose of health and the transaction 
of important business, with the intention of return- 
ing in time to vote against the bill. The debate 
was to cease on Thursday. It was my opinion, 
and also the opinion of gentlemen I consulted, 
that Friday would be occupied in voting on amend- 
ments, and that as Saturday would be the 4th of 
July, the vote on the passage of the bill would not 
be taken until Monday. Under this impression, 
and from the urgent nature of my business, I did 
not return to vote on Friday. Had I been here, I 
should have voted against the bill; and I do not 
desire to escape any responsibility which may 


atta h to such a vote, I disapprove of the princt- | 


ple on which the bill is framed, and of its details; and 
it is my intention, at an early day, to express my 
views at leneth on the whole subject. Meantime, 
however, | cannot permit an erroneous impression 


to go abroad respecting my position in regard to | 


it. The bill having passed by a majority of 19, 
my vole against it would not have varied the re- 
sult. 

Mr. PAYNE asked leave to present a petition. 

Objected to. 

THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. HENLEY moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of the special order, 


THE APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. McKAY said it was very desirable that the 
bill under consideration on Thursday last, making 
appropriations for paying delegations of Indians 
(to enable them to return home) and for other pur- 
poses, Should be acted upon. Also, the army ap- 
propriation bill, which had been returned from the 
Senate with amendments. In order to act upon 
these bills, he would move that the consideration 
of the special order be postponed for the present. 
tie presumed they would not take long. 


THE CONG 


Mr. G. DAVIS said that the special order had || 
already been postponed a week, and he trusted that || 
it would not be further postponed. He supposed | 
there was no doubt that it could be acted upon to- 
day. 

And the question being on postponement, 

Mr. G. DAVIS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 75, 
nays 65. 

So the consideration of the special order was 
postponed. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 


rolled Bills, made a report. 
VARIOUS OBJECTS OF APPROPRIATION. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. MceDowe tt, of Ohio, in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making 
additional appropriations for certain objects of ex- 
penditure therein specified, and which are as fol- 
lows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the following sums of money be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated for the several objects of expenditure hereafter 
specified, VIZ: 

For the pay and mileage of members of Congress and del 
egates, One hundred and sixty thousand seven hundred 
dollars ; 

For the expenses of the mission to the wild Indians of the 
prairie, including the expenses of a delegation of these In- 
dians to this city and back to their homes, and also some 
presents to them, sixty-one thousand five hundred and forty 
dollars: Provided, That no other or higher compensation 
shall be paid to the commissioners appointed to negotiate 
with said Indians than is authorized by the act approved 
seventeenth July, eighteen hundred and forty-two, nor shall 
any expenditure be allowed by the accounting officers but 
what shall appear to have been proper and reasonable ; 

For fulfilling the treaty with the Kansas Indians, viz: in- 
terest on two hundred thousand dollars at five per cent. in 
lieu of investment, per second article of treaty of fourteenth 
July, eighteen hundred and forty-six, ten thousand dollars ; 

For defraying the necessary expenses of negotiating the 
treaty, payment to the Methodist Episcopal Church for im- | 
provements, erection of a mill, and for provisions, per same 
article and treaty, two thousand dollars ; 

For expenses of surveying the western line of lands ceded 
and marking the same, per third article of same treaty, one 
thousand dollars. 

The pending question was on the motion of Mr. 
McKAY to increase the item for pay and mileage 
of members from $160,700 to $176,548, so as to 
cover the time between the 3d of August (the day 
to which the appropriation was first made appli- 
cable) to the 10th of August, the day on which 
Congress has decided to adjourn. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Coss, to strike out the said item. 

Some explanation followed between Messrs. 
McKAY and DROMGOOLE, in relation to the 
appropriation for a similar object in the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE advocated the amendment 
of Mr. Cons, and warmly opposed the clause in 
the bill appropriating money for the pay and mile- 
age of members. He considered it inconsistent 
with the dignity of the House to pass another 
separate bill for their own pay, after passing the 
general civil and diplomatic bill providing for the 
compensation of all the other officers of the Gov- 
ernment, and while the passage of that bill was 
delayed by the Senate. In passing that bill the 
House had done its duty. If it should now pass 
this new bill for the pay of its own members alone, 
what security had gentlemen that the same delay 
would not happen in the Senate on this bill as had 
already occurred on the general bill? There was 
nothing in the argument of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to show that the 
reneral bill did not contain ample provision to meet 
the wants of the House; and if itshould be found 
that a deficit took place under it, that deficit could 
be provided for at the next session, when its 
amount would be accurately known. It was con- 
trary to all precedent thus to appropriate to meet 
deficiencies before they took place, and the extent 
of which could not now be known; and more es- 
pecially to do this in our own individual behalf. 
It was a bad precedent, and of pernicious tenden- 
cy, thus to draw a line between members of Con 
eress and all other persons to be paid out of the 
treasury for service to the Government. It was 
degrading to the House thus to pass a_ repetition 
of the appropriations contained in another bill. 
It was the entering-wedge to a discrimination in 
legislation to which he was utterly opposed. 
Should the deficiency first have occurred, and its 
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amount been known, then there would be & justifies 
tion for passing a bill of this character, but not a 
present. It was equivalent to saying to the Ben. 
ate, If you will only just pass this little }j)] to 


| cover our pay and mileage, you may then delay 


passing the general bill providing for the wants ¢? 
everybody else just as long as you please.”” Ther, 
was no reason to expect the Senate would Pass this 
bill any sooner than they would the other; nay 
there was less reason, because the other bill, beine 
of more intrinsic and general importance, it ws. 
to be presumed that body would first direct jt. 
attention to it in preference to a matter of s¢ cond- 
ary importance, 

Mr. HAMLIN concurred in the views exprensed 
by the gentleman from Virginia, and he should yo: 
go for the bill under any circumstances. He eoy- 
sidered it a reproach to this body to pass such a 
bill. Why was it that the general bill had bee, 
held up in the Senate for so many weeks and 
months? It had been the usual course to deter the 
passage of this general appropriation bill to the 
last hours of the last day of the session, and they, 
though amendments might have been proposed of 
a very objectionable character, they were fastened 
upon the bill, and either they must be passed or 
the passage of the bill sacrificed. He thought ii 
was high time to put an end to such a course of 
legislation. The bill ought to have been returned 
long since. Then there would be time to consider, 
and deliberately to act upon amendments, and re- 
ject them, and still time left to perfect the bill, 


Cine 


There had been one amendment inserted into the 


ceneral bill which regulated the pay and mileave 
of the members of the House, and which he con- 
sidered as of great importance; but if the general 
bill should be held back till the last moment of the 
session, that amendment might be swept away, 
and the bill must be passed without it, or its pas 
sage be endangered. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON replied to Mr. Hamu, 
mainly with a view to correct erroneous impres- 
sions into which (he said) that gentleman and the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Dromcoore) hai 
fallen in relation to the action of the Committee of 
Wavs and Means. As to the motion to strike out, 
Mr. H. expressed himself indifferent whether ii 
prevailed or not. He happened to have a litle 
pocket change himself, which would answer hij 
to the end of the session. 

Several voices. Give us a little of it? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have none to lend. 

Several voices. Not a dollar? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ihave just enough to do me 
to the end of the session, but have none to lend. 
And if other gentlemen are provided for, they can 
suit themselves as to the vote they give. 

A voice. If you cannot lend, will you endorse? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No; I will not endorse 
either. 

Mr. MORSE, of Louisiana, replied to the re- 
marks of Mr. Hamuiw about the amendment to 
the general appropriation bill which regulated the 
mileage of members. He considered it highly 
indecorous and improper for the members of on: 
House to reflect on the course pursued by a codr- 
dinate branch of the Legislature. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he had carefully ab- 
stained from so doing. 

Mr. MORSE said the gentkeman from Maine 
had not; he had spoken about odious amendments 
to be fastened on the bill by the Senate in the last 
moments of the session, and had suggested his 
fears that a very useful and important amendment 
reculating the mileage of members was to be strick- 
en out. Mr. M. did hope that amendment would 
be stricken out. This might, in truth, be called 
an ‘* odious’? amendment. Mr. M. here went into 
some rather warm remarks on the gross injustice 
and oppression which the amendment would in- 
flict on a portion of the members of the House 
whose homes were at a distance from the seat ol 
Government, and who could not attend the sessions 
of Congress without the most serious sacrifice 0! 
their personal interest and comfort. li any differ- 
ence was made in the compensation of different 
classes of the members of that House, these indi- 
viduals, who came so far, and at so great a sacri 
fice, ought to receive more, rather than less, than 
was allowed to others. Those whose homes were 
near, could step off by railroad at any ume, and 
attend to their private business or the wants ot 
their families; but men who, like Mr. M., travel- 
led two thousand six hundred mies to come here, 
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od who remained from home some eleven or 
- months, enjoyed no such advantage; and 
as against these that the amendment refer- 
s specially directed. If, however, the 


twe lve 
yet It W 
red to wa 


ntieman from Maine thought the allowance for 
aes 


mileage Was too high, he had an easy remedy: let 


him rete : 
‘onseience objected to. 
cons 


im to the treasury the balance that his | 
Would the chairman of || 


ie Committee of Ways and Means risk the pas- | 
cave of the civil and diplomatic bill, and therein 
he stoppage of all the wheels of Government, for | 


he sake of a petty contemptible saving of a few | 


jundred dollars of mileage? The Constitution 
reqt 


frm: but this amendment 


(ist 


von in spirit, if notin t@ letter, If the conscience 


Ol 


red that the pay of members should be uni- | 
drew an invidious | 
inetion among them, and violated the Constitu- | 


the gentleman from Maine was troubled about | 


ech a vast sum for mileage, let him give the money | 


., some charitable institution. 

“Mr. BOWLIN said this was the first opportu- 
vity he had had to say a word about an amend- 
nent he had proposed to the general bill, providing 
for deducting the pay of members who absented 
shemselves from the discharge of their duties in 
he House. He had a few stubborn facts on that 
subject, Which ought to go to the country. 


nority, and it was becoming so frequent as to con- 
stitute a serious and alarming evil; yet an amend- 
ment whose direct tendency was to diminish this 


| evil, and as far as it went, to put a stop to it, could 


noteven geta hearing, but was crushed by the ham- 
mer of the previous question, without a word being 
allowed in its defence; while another amendment, 
which muleted a man in his mileage because his 
home was far distant, was received and carried by 
acclamation. Mr. B. trusted in God that if this 
mileage amendment must pass, gentlemen would 


| put both the amendments together, and either pass 


both or reject both. He rather imagined that if his 
own amendment should be attached to the other, 
the cutting down of mileage would not get quite so 
many votes. : 

On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the committee 
then rose for the purpose of receiving in the House 
a resolution to terminate the debate. 

Mr. McKAY offered a resolution providing that 
all debate on the bill should terminate at half-past 
twelve o’clock. 

Mr. MeK. demanded the previous question, 


| which was seconded; and the main question was 


ordered, and, being taken, the resolution was 


| adopted. 


Gentlemen here had voted almost by acclamation || 
wo cut down the allowance of some twenty or thirty | 
members of the House, whose homes were remote | 
from the seat of Government; but they were utterly | 


unwilling to cut down their own allowance when 
they were absent from their places in the House. 
Mr. B. had presented to them an amendment 


founded on the plainest justice—to dock the pay of | 


members for absenteeism; but no sooner had his 
amendment been read and understood, than he had 
at once been put down by acclamation, and not 


sullered so much as to open his mouth in its ex- | 


planation or vindication. He was ready to make 
a compromise with gentlemen. If they would 
uke his amendment he would vote for theirs. If 


they would dock their pay for absenteeism, he | 


would dock his mileage for (no fault, but) distance. | 
What could be more fair than that, when a mem- |! 


ver was notin his place on that floor, he should | 


reeiwe no pay? If a gentleman could run home 
and see his family, or attend to his business on the 


creuit, why ought he at the same time to be re- | 


ceiving his pay for legislating in that Hall? 
would ask the gentleman from Maine, who was 
now so zealous in favor of cutting down mileage, 
whether he had not voted against Mr. B.’s amend- 
ment to cut down the pay of absentees ? 

Mr. HAMLIN said no, he had voted in its 
for, [A laugh.] 

Mr. BRODHEAD asked if those members who 


He | 


resided near the seat of Government had not been | 


que as regular in their attendance here as gentle- | 


men whose homes were the most distant? 


Mr. 


b. himself lived within twenty-four hours’ ride of | 


his home, and had never visited it once during the 
session, 


Mr. BOWLIN said he did not know how it 


might be in particular instances, but he believed | 


tie general fact was directly the reverse of what | 


te gentleman had mentioned. 
Mr. GILES asked if the gentleman referred to 
him? He had been absent but one week during 
ie whole session. s 
Mr. BURT rose to order, and insisted that the 
whole discussion was irrelevant to the bill. 


Gen- | 


temen were discussing an amendment to a bill | 


¥ hich is now in the Senate. 
lhe CHAIR ruled Mr. Bow iw to be in order. 


Mr. BOWLIN, resuming, said he did not know | 
how it might be with the gentleman from Balti- | 
more, but he believed the Journal would show that | 


lost members of the House who lived as Mr. B. 


( 


‘iat circle had helped to vote him down. 


id beyond the mystical circle of seven hundred | 
and fifty miles, (specified in the amendment,) had | 
voted with him to cut down the pay of absentees, | 
While a large majority of those who resided within | 


Was directed to keeping the members in their | 


aces, and which furnished an additional induce- | 


ment for attending to their legislative duties, was | 
‘0 thousand times more important to the public | 


good than that which merely deducted a small sum 


i ay amount of mileage paid to men who came 
Soule 


"hargve 


and treble the distance of others to dis- | 
their publie duty here. Absenteeism left | 
‘he legislation of Congress in the hands of a mi- || 


The House then again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
resumed the consideration of the said bill. 

The pending question still being on the amend- 


| ment of Mr. Cosn— 


Mr. STEWART spoke in favor of the motion. 
He then went into a speech on the subject of the 
tariff, the expenses of the Mexican war, the esti- 
mates of revenue by the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, &e. 

Mr. 8S. indicated his intention to offer an amend- 
ment reducing the pay of members in proportion 
to the length of the session. 


Mr. WICK said the object of the bill was two- | 


fold: Ist. to make provision for the payment of 


| the expenses incident to bringing from their homes, 


| their homes. 


in western ‘Texas, certain chiefs and warriors of 


| the Cumanche, and perhaps other tribes of Indi- 


ans, now in this city, and of returning them to 
It is known (said Mr. W.) that our 


| Government, for the first time, has very recently | 
| succeeded in holding a friendly talk and making a | 


treaty with those western wild men. In conse- 
quence of the annexation of Texas, these tribes 


| had become our neighbors, and hence the import- | 


ance of having treaty arrangements with them. 
It was deemed important that, after the consum- 
mation of the treaty, a certain number of these 


|| Indians should make a journey to the seat of Gov- 


ernment, to smoke the pipe of peace with their 


| Great Father, the President, and see something of 


the power, extent, and resources of our country. 


| They are now here, under the authority of the 


War Department. There is no appropriation of 
money to pay their expenses here and back to 
their wigwams. ‘They are impatient to leave, and 
cannot do so until this bill shall pass. Some of 
them are said to be sick. Common charity called 
for the passage of the bill. 


It was with an eye to this appropriation that he | 


(Mr. W.) had voted to postpone an important 
special order, to take up this bill, for the passage of 
which there was (he said) the loudest call. 

The second object of the bill (Mr. W. said) was 
to appropriate money to pay the members of this 
House and of the Senate. For this object, he said 
he had no anxiety. It would take care of itself. 
There was little danger of members adjourning 
without seeing to their pay. But (said Mr. W.) 
certain members have taken occasion of this dis- 
cussion to allude to the per diem and mileage of 


members of Congress, and to speak loudly in favor 


of their reduction. 

Mr. W. said the country ought to understand 
this. It had become a standing theme for Bun- 
combizing. Every year or two a bill reducing the 

er diem and mileage was made to pass this House, 


|| in confidence that the same would be strangled in 
Now he considered that an amendment which | 


the Senate. He, for one, thought the pay and 
mileage, as now fixed by law, none too much. 
Experience had proved to many a demagogue, 
who had exclaimed against it before getting into 
Congress, that $8 per day for half the time, (and 
the other half lost,) was no great shakes. After 
deducting expenses of living in Washington, and 
of buying speeches to send to constituents, he be- 
lieved some such gentlemen had become convinced 
of their verdancy in imagining themselves on the 
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| hich road to fortune by getting into Congress. 


Mr. W. said he believed he had heretofore voted 
against such propositions. He, for one, did not 
believe that if it were not perfectly understood 
that such a bill could not pass the Senate, it would 
ever pass this House; and he did not hesitate to 
say that, in his opinion, if each member of this 
House should cast his vote in favor of its passage, 
or if his vote would pass the bill, such bill would 
find little favor here. As it is, however, (said Mr. 
W.,) certain members were ever ready to advo- 
cate the measure, and he (Mr. W.) now gave them 
notice that hereafter he should vote with them, and 
so faras in his power, promote the passage of a 
bill reducing the pay and mileage of members of 
Congress, and stopping the pay of absentees. He 
said that he, for one, would rejoice to see those 
who were so ready to advocate the reduction, suc- 
cessful in their advocacy. He had never heard 
that any of them had refused to receive all that the 
existing law entitled them to. He thought it bare- 
ly possible that their advocacy of reduction was a 
little insincere; and he would be glad to see them 
in the category they were so industriously arran- 
ving for themselves. He hoped that in due time a 
reducing law would pass both Houses; and had 
he on former occasions understood gentlemen as 
he now did, he certainly would have accommo- 
dated them so far as his vote would go. 

Mr. McKAY said he would not answer the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stewart] in re- 
gard to the tariff, nor would he reply to other gen- 
tlemen in regard to the pay and mileage of members 
of Coneress. He was opposed to the irrezular 
practice which prevailed, particularly in this Flouse, 
of irrelevant debate. He thought the legislation of 
this country would be much more judicious than 
itis, if, when any measure was before this House, 
rentlemen would confine their remarks to the ques- 
tion appropriately under consideration. Believing 
this course correct, and it being that which he had 
uniformly followed, he would not now depart 
from it. 


What was the bill under consideration. First, 


‘it appropriated $13,000 to the fulfilment of the 


‘ture of them? 


stipulations of a treaty made with the Kanzas In- 
dians, and which was ratified since the passage of 
the ordinary Indian appropriation bill. It was to 
carry that treaty into execution. He presumed 
there would be no objections to that. 

The next item was $76,000 additional for the pay 
and mileage of members of Congress. ‘To this ob- 
jections were interposed. Now what was the na- 
He had stated to the committee 
when this bill was under consideration before, that 
the appropriation applicable to this object made by 
the last Coneress was $570,000; that that appro- 
priation was made on the supposition that the ses- 
sion would terminate about the first of June last. 
In consequence, however, of the great number of 
important questions brought before Congress, the 
session has been continued and will continue to the 
10th of August. Of course everybody sees the ne- 
cessity of making additional appropriations. He 


| had in his hand a statement he would read to the 


committee. 

[The statement embodied the following facts: 283 
members of the two Houses, (supposing them full,) 
their pay each day is $2,264. Congress will have 
been in session, up to the 10th of August, 253 days, 


_and that will make, in connexion with the mileage, 


which is $170,563, an aggregate of 747,355; from 
this, deducting the former appropriation of $570,- 
806, it leaves $176,548, which is proposed to be 


| provided for by this bill.] 


But his friend from Virginia [Mr. Dromeoore] 


and others said there would have been no neces- 


sity for this appropriation if the civil and diplo- 
matic bill had passed, and that they were hastily 
making appropriations for themselves, when they 
left other officers of the Government unprovided 


|for. They have fallen into a great mistake; all 


other officers of the Government are provided for 
up to the first of the present month—the eom- 


| mencement of the fiscal year—by the appropriation 


made last year; but, according to the statement he 
had already made, the appropriation for the pay 
and mileage of members of Congress was exhaust- 
ed (supposing that all the members of Congress 
had drawn out their pay and mileage) on the Ist 
June. It was true that the Sergeant-at-Arms had 
continued to pay them until within a few days ago, 
but it was in consequence of many members not 
having drawn out the full sum to which they were 
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entitled. All the other officers of the Govern- 
ment—our civil officers, the officers of our army 
and navy—are paid, or could have been paid, if 
they thought proper to make the demand, up to 
the Ist July. But this could not have been the 
case with regard to members of Congress. If these 
appropriations were not made now, his friend from 
Virgima said the appropriation by the civil and 
diplomatic ball would have been applicable. It 
was truc it might have been, but not strictly; the 
appropriations by that bill are applicable to the 
service of the present fiscal year, and it would be 
seen from the statement he had already made that 
there was a deficiency in this particular in part for 
the service of the last year, the appropriation being 
made for pay and mileage only up to Ist June, 

Mr. EWING, of Pennsylvania, called upon the 
rentloman, as but few minutes were remaining for 
debate, to bring forward the estimates for the In- 
dian appropriation which was proposed, 

Mr. Mek AY said that, supposing from the in 
quiry made from the other side of the House, no 
further opposition would be made to this portion 
of the bill, he would dismiss it by simply calling 
vitention to one further point. It might be sup- 
posed that this was unusual that a bill appropriating 
for the pay and mileage of members of Congress 
should be passed separately. ‘To show that this 
was not the ease, Mr. Meck. eited the bill passed 
December 22, Is41, for the pay and mileage of 
members and others. 

Some explanation in reference to that bill took 
place between Messrs. DROMGOOLE and Mc- 
KAY. 

Mr. MeKAY (continuing) remarked it was evi 
dent that this appropriation must be made either 
ut the present session, or, if members were paid out 
of the civil and diplomatic bill, an appropriation 
would become necessary at the next session; and 
it had better be done now; they should take the 
re ponsibility of it now. 

Now, in reference to the ouly remaining item of 
sixty-one thousand and odd dollars, to pay the ex- 
yx nses of the mission to the tribe of wild Indians 
borde ring on ‘Texas and Mexico: A commission 
was instituted in September last, composed of Mr. 
P. M. Butler, late Governor of South Carolina, and 
Col. M.G. Lewis. Inthe course of that month they 
went imto the country oceupied by these Indians, 
and were engaged there some months in the nego- 
tiation of a treaty. <A treaty has been concluded 
with perhaps some eleven bands of Indians. ‘The 
commissioners thought proper, without any special 
instructions upon that subject from the Indian bu- 
reau, to bring on a deputation of some forty-seven 
Indians to this city; and to meet the expenditures 
incurred by these commissioners in this mission, 
this sum of sixty-one thousand and odd dollars was 
designed to be appropriated. He would read from 
the instructions given to the commissioners. 

After a word of conversation between Mr. EW- 
ING, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. McKAY— 

Mr. McK AY proceeded. ‘lhe Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs had furnished him with a statement 
showime that drafts to the amount of $25,223 had 
heen drawn; of which $8,293 had been paid, leav- 
ing unpaid to the commussioners $16,929. 

lie had a letter from Mr. Lewis, one of the com- 
missioners, from which he would read: 

dJuLy, 17, 1846. 

Sir: The following is a rough estimate of the expendi- 

tures of the commissioners to the prairie Indians, It is 


made in the absence of memoranduins and papers essential 
to a correct estimate : 


Labor, packmen, runners to Indians, &c...........812,000 
BEGCR., BOTSOS, GHGGIA, Gl. .o0 savas bb05y00 sbseee 1,00 
Merchandise Lor Pres@mts. ...ccccevercccessosncsece 15,000 
PE TE oy ona c chth 6nd bs b0bESb 044580 45bSb0 OS 8,000 
ROOF SUPPER once cess cnccccnecdvesessccsndoe eee 14,000 
‘Transpertation and in dental OXpenses........e.es 4,000 
Pay ot interpreters and delegations from friendly Ta 

dians, Muscogees, Cherokecs, Seminoles, &c.... 4,509 
PuaPeRsS AT PIMOS. «oo. ccc s cess Seca eevicweces 500 
Expenses of Ladian delegaiion to Washington..... 3,000 

me DL Ab 


The pay of the commissioners is fived by the commission, 
acopy of which you have. 

This estimate may look large; but when all the circum 
staunees are taken into consideration, I think it will be fully 
justified. ; 

The Cumanches are a roving people, and hunt from the 
Rio Grande to the Arkansas, and back tothe Rus kv Moun 
tains. ‘They stay but a few days at any point, and the diffi 
euity of finding them can only be known to those who have 
been among them in the praines. There are five or six 
bands of them. Separate runners had to be sent to the dif 
ferent bands. For their safety they had to go in companies 
of six or eight, and had to pack their provisions. The mules 
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addition to the ordinary price of runners, they had to be | 
paid for the hazard. 

We had to earry a tolerably large force with us on ac- || 
count of the hostile disposition of the Indians. We applied | 
to General Arbuckle for a coinpany of dragoons; but on 
account of the Cherokee diticuities they could not be spared, || 
and we had to take young men trom civil hfe. Mules to 
ride and pack, and provisions, had to be furuished, 

The Indians came in slowly and at longintervals. Some 
lived a long way off; some were kept off by evil reports 
from seliish, interested persons, and a second set of runuers, 
in some instances with presents, had to be sent amongst 
them to correct these reports. [t was an unu-uaily wet 


winter and spring, and Indians will not travel in the rain. || 


They are notto be hurried by any inducement. All these 
things produced delay, and delay was attended unavoidably 
With great expense. We had to feed all that came in, and 
those that came in first would not go into council till ail had 
assembled; and we had to feed lndreds for several months 
till the last band of the Cumanches arrived, and we finished 
the treaty. he ration per day for each is eight or ten 
pounds of beef. The anount of goods given as presents 
was much inereased by the neces:ity of our sending presents 
by our runners to conciliute them, and induce them to come 
ite council at all, though L think the amount wellexpended, 
tor it bad a tendency, vot only to conciiate, but toconvince 
them of our siucerily. 

The delegation of the different prairie tribes to this city, 
was approved by every man we saw on the frontier, as the 
only way of correctiug their erroncous Lupressions about 
our niunbers, strength, and resources, and to secure peace 
aud quict on the borders during the Mexican difficulties. 

i cannot make a tull and detailed report till the arrival of 
my colleague, who is detained by indisposition, or till Tre 
ceive the papers in his possession, which I have written tor. 


As soon as he ariives, or [ get the papers, T will make a || 


full, and, T hope, satistactory report. T hope this hasty 
sketeh, whichis notrent as a report, will be satisfactory for 
the present. Your obedient servant, 
M.G, LEWIS. 
lion. Cuatnman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

In reply to an inquiry of Mr. Barringer, Mr. 
Kick. said there were forty-seven Indians. With 
reference to their board here, there had been some 
misstatement, It was supposed that $2 per day 
was paid for board of each; the fact was that the 
commissioner made a contract before the arrival of 
these Indians, with the keeper of the hotel for their 
board at wb per wee k. 

Mr. McK AY had here the instructions of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to these sub-com- 
missioners. 

Mr. THURMAN. By what commissioner were 
these instructions givens 


Mr. McKAY. By Mr. Crawford. 


Mr. McK, read from the instructions, which are | 


as follows: 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Office Indian Ajjuirs, September 12, 1845. 


GENTLEMEN: It has been deemed ot great importance, || 


under even ordinary circumstances, to maintain a good un- 


derstanding with the Cumanches and other wild tribes of | 
Indians on the southwestern prairies; and now, when | 
stronger reasons @Xist for it, it is thought to be an imperative | 
| duty to send a commission, especially qualified, to meet these 
border tribes, to open negotiations for pledging them anew | 


to a course Of peace and amity with the United States, to 


conciliate their good will by addressing them in kind talks | 


umd making thei small presents. 


There is, further, an obligation to humanity which binds | 


is to the release of white prisoners (variously represented 
to be in number from 15 to 100 and upwards, women and 
children) heid in servile bondage by the Cumanehes, and, 
perhaps, other wild tribes. These may be the children of 
citizens or inhabitants of the United States, or Texas, and 


perhaps of Mexico, Tsend you a copy of the 33d article of | 


the treaty concluded with Mexico on the Sth day of April, 
1831, by which you will perceive we have engaged to per 
form the duty hereby imposed towards Mexico—ot which 
Texas being then a part, independent of our present peculiar 
relations to the latter, is entitled to the benefit. 

The place that should be selected for your interview is 
one of some consequence, in reference not only to your and 
their convenience, but to the greater facility of procuring 
their attendance at such time as shall be fixed on. It ought 
to be, L should think, in the neighborhood of the Cumanche 
Peak; but of this you must judge, and adopt the plan sug- 
gested, or any other that, upon a closer view of the circum- 
stances, shall be deemed more proper. 

Tie time ought to be as soon as conveniently practicable ; 
no delay that can be avoided should take place ; aud your 
exertions are relicd on im this particular. 

The great object is the preservation of amity with the 
wild Indians that you will visit—of whom the chief and 
controlling spirits are the Cumanches, Our excited and ex 
citable relations with Mexico, increase very greatly the im- 
portance of this movement, upon the successful issue of 
which might, in certain events, depend the lives of many of 
our cMuzens. 

The treaty of 1835 between the United States and “all 
the individuals composing the Cumanche and Witchetaw 
nations and their associate bands or tribes of Indians. and 
between these nations or tribes, and the Cherokee, Mus- 
cogee, Choctaw, Osage, Seneca, and Quapaw nations or 
tribes of Indians,’ binds the Cumanches, &c., to perpetual 
peace and friendship with us. 

I send you a manuscript copy of it; you will direct your 
efforts to the grand point, in which you will find the treaty 
or 1835 of some service. Special instructions it is impossi- 
ble to give, with minuteness ; and, if practicable, they could 
not be necessary to gentiemen so familiar with all that can 
conduce to the able discharge of the duty imposed. 


} 
| 
| 
} 


Kindness in deportment and language will be returned by |) 
to ride and pack and provisions had to be furnished; and in | good feeling, and the depicting of the power and strength | 


| great skill—so used, good may come of it; 


| strength into a bravado, or perhaps a threat, 


| pacification and friendship, with them to writing. 


July 20 
of the United States, and their ability and a 
use them to put down and punish their enemies, wij) add 
itself to their fears and understandings, ‘This tast i ao 
ever, a most delicate topic, which must be har oe 


‘termination t 


dled with 
) but wild a th 
lndians are, they have no adequate idea of our poy 


. . Malatic 
and foree, and may construe an allusion to our co sae 


PAritive 


: . : In Using tj 
instrument, I advise great caution; it may Operate wo. 


beneficially. It can hardly failto do so. Ri SOrt to it ee 
to me wise, if not indispensable, and I confide in your dice 
tion to seize upon the time and circumstances for d es . 
most seasonably and effectively. — 
It will be proper to reduce your agreement, or 


st 
Nes 


treaty of 


*O as | 


preserve it, but especially tor the purpose of giving as mnie ‘ 
solemnity and form to the act and your doings as Possibl 
The form is not material, so their engagements 
strongly and simply expressed. 

Some presents will be indispensable, consisting of toto 
co, calicoes, trinkets, and wigatever may be thought t jy 
useful or pleasing tothem. In this expenditure [ reqyes 
| that economy may be consulted so far as shall consist yj 
| the successful discharge of your duty. [tis impo-sitie: 
| specity what would be a proper allowance of money for thy 
| number of the Indians who may be expected to asse : 
I cannot, at this moment, approach by conjectures you wy) 
be able, before you meet them, to form seme opinion on thc 
subject. The purpose of your visit is looked upon as pa 
tional under existing circumstances, and I would ili 
| charge my duty by so tying you down as by possibility w 
defeat a great purpose. 7 
| Provisions—at least beef, which is probably all you cay 


shall 


Nibie 


|| furnish—will also be necessary while the Indians are in eon 


| vention with you. The supply, [| presume, must be pro 
| cured in the settlements of Texas. For the expenditures 
authorized, you are empowered to draw on the department, 
so far as they exceed the sum of 8500, advanced on aceou 
of contingencies, 

The subject of the white persons represented to I. 
among these wild Indians, alone remains for a few remark. 
These persons must belong to the United States, to Texas, 
| or Mexico. In either case, we are bound (as before ey 
| plained) by positive duty, as well as by the general bonds: 
| humanity, to procure their release. We have generally paid 
about 2200 each for the ransom of white boys brought into 
Fort Gibson. There ought to be a reduction of at Jeust 
one-half or more on account of their being in the woods, 
| and there probably should be a further reduction on uceount 
| of their being ransomed in large numbers. Should you sue 
| ceed in releasing any number of these unfortunate captives, 
| you will please bring them on with you to the Choetay 
| Ageney, and deliver them to Major William Armstrong; and 
| for whatever funds may be necessary to effect their ransom, 
| you will please draw on this office. Major Armstrong will 
be instructed in relation to these persons who we may beso 
| fortunate as to relieve, on receipt of advices that they are 
in his possession. . 

The negotiations for the ransom of the captives will be 
conducted so as to convince the Indians that they must not, 
because we pay them a consideration for the release of th 
prisoners they now have, make such captives hereafter with 
| a view to traffie or profit, and insert an article containing 
| this stipulation in substance, strongly and decidedly ex 
pressed, as well as one covenanting that they will wholly 
| abstain for the future from making white persons prisoners 

Your compensation will be respectively 88 per day, and 

| | y Ff } 
ten cents per mile * by the most direct route” for travel, and 
| expenses to and from the place of negotiating with the Cu 
| manches, &c. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 

Gov. P. M. Burier and Col. M. G. Lewts, 

Now in Washington, D.C. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. VIN- 
TON and Mr. McKAY. 

Mr. McK. (in continuation) said, he proposed 
| to amend this item in the bill by reducing it to 
| $50,000. And he proposed further to amend it by 
| adding a proviso—the bill was now pretty well 
guarded—that no accounts for expenditures shall 
| be allowed by the accounting officers but what shall 
| appear proper and reasonable, and that the expend- 
| iture shall in all respects be supported by the most 
| satisfactory proof. He thought this was all they 
could do to guard the expenditure of the money. 

Admit that the commission was illegally instituted, 
| if you choose—that the expenditures incurred had 
' been extravagant. He was not disposed to dispute 

that. Here it appeared that these commissioners, 
in consequence of authority supposed to be vested 
in them, had drawn drafts upon the treasury 
amounting to $45,000, of which $25,000 or $26,000 
had already been presented, and $8,000 already 
| paid. The balance was now under protest. Un- 
der such circumstances, what could Congress do 

By reference to the instructions given by the yl 

missioner proper to these two commissioners, a 
| ready read, it appeared here was full power given 

to these commissioners to draw upon the treasury 
| for any expenses they might incur in the perform 

ance of their duty beyond the amount placed in 
| their hands for contingencies, and they af 
cordingly drawn drafts, as he had before state¢. 
But the Indians were here. It was — 
that they should be sent home; appropriate! 
bane > provis 

|| should be made for it; and he thought the prov! ; 
ions introduced into the bill for the purpose © 
euarding the expenditure, would secure the Gor 
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